Name and Date: White Clay Creek Hundred Multiple Resource Area (Listed on NRHP on 8/19/1983, only portions relevant to the village of Christiana transcribed)

Description: 


The White Clay Creek Hundred Multiple Resource Area is made up of eleven sites that contain sixteen historic structures, including nine dwellings, three churches and a gristmill, and three outbuildings.  The architectural resources discussed here date from the mid-eighteenth century through the late nineteenth century and reflect a period in the history of White Clay Creek Hundred when it was agricultural and rural in character.  All of the buildings are located in unincorporated areas of White Clay Creek Hundred, which is one of eleven political units that subdivide New Castle County.  The Hundred is irregular in shape, contains 25 square miles, and is bounded on the north my the Pennsylvania/Delaware boundary line and White Clay Creek, on the east and south by the Christiana River, and on the west by the Maryland/Delaware boundary line. 


Although the Multiple Resource Area has been defined as the unincorporated area of White Clay Creek Hundred, one site, the Andrew Kerr House (#4, N-6188), does actually lie within the boundaries of the City of Newark.  This is due to the fact that the City limits were extended after research on this property was completed for this nomination.  In addition, a multiple resource nomination was written for the City of Newark before the city limits were extended, and so, the property was not included in that nomination.  Rather than amend the Newark Multiple Resource nomination, it was decided to retain the Andrew Kerr House in the White Clay Creek Hundred nomination as originally planned.


While all of the structures included in the Multiple Resource Area nomination have been altered to some extent, the principal features of their design and construction are sufficiently intact to convey their architectural significance.  Insofar as the nominated properties are significant because of their historic associations, each retain the essential physical features that make up its character or appearance during the period of its association with important events, historical patterns or persons.  For these reasons the nominated properties retain considerable integrity. 

A fall line running in an east-west direction through Newark divides White Clay Creek Hundred into two distinct geographic areas.  South of Newark the landscape is generally flat with altitudes descending from 100 feet above sea level to 20 feet over the course of approximately three miles to its southern boundary.  North of Newark the character of the landscape suddenly changes to gently sloping uplands that rise from 100 to 300 feet above sea level over the course of approximately two miles to its northern boundary.  The Hundred is drained by a network of small creeks that flow into the White Clay Creek and the Christina River.  These two waterways join and empty into the Delaware River to the east.


Locally, White Clay Creek Hundred is situated at the western end of the major developmental corridor in northern New Castle County.  Interstate 95 and Delaware Route 2 are the major transportation systems,


Historically, development has concentrated around the City of Newark and the Village of Christiana with agricultural land evenly distributed through the rest of the Hundred.  Currently the major city in White Clay Creek, Newark originated as a market center then developed into an industrial and educational community in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.  The Village of Christiana was an important commercial center in the eighteenth  century, located on the main road from Philadelphia to Baltimore at the head of tidewater navigation.  Today, it exists only as a crossroads community on a heavily traveled highway.  The only other named concentration of buildings are McClellandville, Mechanicsville, and Ogletown, three nineteenth century hamlets located at road intersections.  Ogletown has nearly been obliterated by major highway construction.

The types of historic resources most prominent throughout the Multiple Resource Area are rural dwellings and agricultural sites dating from the middle of the eighteenth century through the early twentieth century, as well as several churches, mill sites, and a school.  The buildings chosen for this nomination include nine dwellings, three outbuildings, three churches, and a grist mill – a total of 16 buildings contained on eleven different sites.  Four of the sites fate from the mid to late eighteenth century, two sites date from the first half of the nineteenth century, and five sites date from the second half of the nineteenth century.  Building materials include stone, brick, and frame in vernacular, Greek Revival, Carpenter gothic, and Second Empire Styles. 

Buildings and areas previously accorded National Register status within the Multiple Resource Area include the Rotheram Mill (1972), the Christiana Historic District (1974), the Robert Ferguson House (1979), Public School 111-C (1979), and the Newark Multiple Resource Area (1983).

Statement of Significance


The historic resources of White Clay Creek Hundred are valuable evidence of the dominant patterns of land speculation and settlement in that hundred from the mid-eighteenth century through the late nineteenth century.  These extant resources provide perhaps the only tangible evidence of population distribution and building evolution within the early development areas around the Christiana Bridge and in the western part of the Hundred, and yield important information about subsequent changes in land use and building patterns throughout the nineteenth century.  For these qualities, the eleven sites included in this Multiple Resource area are nominated to the National Register on the basis of criterion C for significance, that is, they embody within the context of White Clay Creek Hundred the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction.  Included in this group of architecturally significant buildings are three churches that are nominated to the National Register as exceptions to the usual ineligibility of properties owned and used by religious organizations.  Additional significance is claimed under criteria A and B for their association with events and persons which made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of the local past.       

White Clay Creek Hundred was one of the first hundreds in New Castle County to be inhabited and developed.  Land records for this area occur as early as the late seventeenth century.  The two major streams, the White Clay Creek and the Christiana Creek were the major attractions for settlements and land speculation.  Water power for the development of mills, plus the navigability of the Christiana River from Fort Christina to the fording place known as Christiana Bridge, were major factors in the early development of this area.

The system of roads that developed in this Hundred during the eighteenth century reflect the present major transportation routes from east to west and north to south.  The primary east-west route extended from the Elk River in Maryland eastward to Christiana Bridge, further east to Newport, and then to Philadelphia.  Today, this route is part of Old Baltimore Pike.  Now known as Delaware Route 273, the major north-south artery in the Hundred extended from the Village of New Castle to Christiana Bridge, Newark, and Nottingham, Pennsylvania.

During the first half of the eighteenth century, land speculators, who appear to have been merchants, were buying and building large tracts of land – especially in the easternmost portion of the Hundred where the White Clay and Christiana Creeks joined, and also along Christiana Creek south of Christiana Bridge.  Sometimes after 1741, a small village began to grown around the Christiana Bridge, which had become established as a shipping point.  It remained an important transportation and commercial center through the eighteenth century, however, after the completion of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal in 1829, and later the creation of railroad routes, traffic bypassed Christiana (NR 1974) causing the Village to decline.  The Thomas Montgomery House (#1, N-1601) and the James Stewart House (#2, N-4003) were constructed in the vicinity of Christiana Bridge during its major period of activity.         

Settlement in the western part of White Clay Creek Hundred was concentrated around the crossroads agricultural community of Newark (NR 1983) in the eighteenth century.  King George II officially recognized Newark in 1758, granting it corporate privilege to hold a weekly market and semi-annual fairs in the town center.  Around the turn of the eighteenth century, a group of Scotch Presbyterians settled in the area just west of Newark near a spring known as the Head of Christiana.  By as early as 1708 they had erected a log church for their place of worship, and in 1750 they built a brick church near the spring on land that had been donated by James Steel.  The current Head of Christiana Presbyterian Church (#7, N-1258) replaced this small brick building after it was destroyed by fire in 1858.  James Steel and Andrew Kerr, both influential with the Head of Christiana Church, resided nearby (#4, N-6756 and #6, N-6168).   

Due to the many steams that drain the northernmost region of the state, all industries were an important economic factor in New Castle County during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.  Although grist and saw mills were most numerous, woolen mills, paper mills, powder mills, a spice mill, and a snuff mill existed.  The Thomas Philips Mill Complex (35, N-6757), a grist mill dating to 1795, is the only remaining mill complex in the Multiple Resource Area. 

By the middle of the nineteenth century, most of the rural area of White Clay Creek Hundred had been developed as agricultural land with mill industries still situated along the White Clay and Christiana Creeks.  The two properties that represent this latter period of rural development are the James Monroe House (#10, N-224), built in the 1806’s, and the Samuel Lindsey House (#11, N-6759), built in the 1870’s.

In material and style, buildings in White Clay Creek Hundred have been consistent with those in the rest of northern New Castle County.  Construction materials used in White Clay Creek Hundred in the eighteenth century were primarily log, brace-frame, and brick.  Although no log structures survive in White Clay Creek Hundred, there is documentary evidence locating the sites of several.  More brick than frame eighteenth century building exist, however, this is most likely a matter of survival rather than an accurate representation of ratios.  The Robert Ferguson House (NR 1979), estimated to date between 1790 and 1810, is a brace-frame building ,while the other four eighteenth century sites in this nomination contain brick buildings.  Frame was not used in White Clay Creek Hundred to the extent that it was used in the extreme northern portion of the County because the change in geology makes stone a less plentiful material in the Whie Clay Creek vicinity.  The few stone buildings in this Multiple Resource Area tend to be utilitarian structures such as the bank barn on the Thomas Montgomery property, the springhouse on the James Steel property, and the mill building at the Thomas Philips Mill Complex,  The Andrew Kerr House, which dates to 1805, is one of the few stone dwellings in the area.

Eighteenth century plans consist of asymetrical vernacular buildings such as the two-story, two-bay arrangement of the James Steel House and the Robert Ferguson House (NR 1979), and the four-bay, hall-parlor plan of the Thomas Montgomery House; as well as three or five bay Georgian plans such as the Hillis Mansion in the Christiana Historic District (NR 1974).  The James Stewart, Jr., House, (#1, N-4003), a five bay dwelling that is double pile on one end and single pile on the other end, is an unusual and unexplained form.

Primarily frame or brick, early to mid-nineteenth century dwellings in White Clay Creek Hundred, and in the state, tended toward more diverse Victorian styles.  The symettrical, center hall plan was still preferred, but with the addition of Gothic Revival, Italianate, and Second Empire details, buildings appeared more complex.  The Samuel Lindsay House (#11, N-6759), and 1870’s Second Empire dwelling, and the James Morris House (#10, N-224), an 1860’s dwelling with a gambrel roof and scroll bracket cornice, are both based on the traditional five bay, central hall plan.  Additions to earlier buildings during this period also show an interest in more animated detail.  Both the James Steel House and the Miller’s House at the Thomas Philips Mill Complex received major additions late in the nineteenth century that tend to overshadow the original structure both in terms of size and the increased ornamentation.

The three churches in this nomination are representative of small rural congregations in the nineteenth century.  The gable-roofed, oblong, center aisle plan that was employed for all three had become a standard form for all denominations.   As with dwellings, the application of ornamentation to a basic plan is what made a difference in style. 

Individual Resource Descriptions  

Thomas Montgomery House

[Note: Although determined eligible for NR listing, the owner of this property objected to the listing at the time the nomination was prepared, and the structure is not formally listed on the NRHP.]

The Thomas Montgomery House (N-1601), [formerly located at 1001 West Main Street] is located on the north corner at the intersection of State Route 273 and Ronson Road (also called Eagle Run Road), approximately .6 mile northewest of the crossroads of the town of Christiana.  The house and barn that are included in this nomination are situated on a 20.95 acre parcel, however, the area being nominated contains only 2 ½ acres with a frontage of 250 feet along Route 273, and a maximum depth of 350 feet (1982 New Castle County Property Tax Map, Map Numberr 9-29, Parcel 26.)

The Thomas Montgomery House is a brick two-story, four-bay, single pile eighteenth century dwelling house.  Immeidately behind the main block and now attached to it by a connecting hyphen is a lower two story brick dependency that was extended further northward sometime in this century by a lower frame addition.  A relatively modern shed-roofed porch is situated on the angle created by the addition and the main block on the east facing side.  The adjoining elements at the rear of the main block create a modified T-plan.  The only surviving out-building is a two story uncoursed fieldstone bank barn with a gable roof.  Atop the barn and added at a later date is a small cupola.  The exterior and interior fabric of the brick dwelling house has been altered somewhat.  The interior has been altered with the installation of modern kitchen and bath facilities.  Exterior modifications include the relocation of the façade entrance, the sealing of staircase windows and the aforementioned connecting additions.  Nevertheless, the house still retains its eighteenth century character and is notable for several exterior and interior features.

Because the c1740-50 main block and the dependency have been covered with white paint, much of the exterior detail is obscured.  Hidden by this coating is the glazed header Flemish bond brickwork of the façade.  The remaining three walls are laid in English bond.  The exterior paint covering also masks the conversion of the façade entrance, located at the eastern end of the façade, in a window.  Two small rectangular windows, once lighting stairwells within the west end wall, have been blocked in.  Additionally, there is evidence suggesting that a pent roof originally was positioned over the first story of the façade.  A curious feature of the façade is the irregular fenestration of the first story.  The first story windows are not aligned vertically with the evenly spaced windows of the second story.  Alterations to the façade elevation are not responsible for this irregularity.  A beltcourse separating the first and second stories runs completely around the main block.  Another beltcourse separates the second story and attic on the east end wall.   This wall id blank except for a small rectangular window to the north of the slightly offset chimney at the attic level.  Two attic windows flank the chimney on the western end wall.

The interior is arranged in a hall-parlor plan with two rooms on the first floor and two on the second floor separated by a bearing wall running north to south.  The eastern room on the first floor has been greatly altered with the addition of a modern kitchen.  A corner fireplace remains but the mantle shelf and surround have been replaced.  A six foot wide arch in the center of the dividing wall provides access to the western room.   This room has been altered, but less so than the eastern room.  The second story is reached by way of a winding staircase to the left of the intact fireplace.  The outstanding feature of the second story is a fully paneled western end wall/.

The connecting hyphen is constructed of brick laid in a common bond painted white.  The interior space is taken up primarily by a staircase.  The attached dependency is essentially square.  It is constructed in common bond painted white.  The third addition was added in the twentieth century and is covered with imitation wood-finish aluminum siding.

Today, this house is used as an office, and is surrounded by an industrial park, a shopping center, and Interstate 95.  Much of the 21 acre parcel upon which this dwelling is located is taken over by a parking lot related to the industrial park.  Because of this intrusive element and its location at the intersection of two busy roadways, boundaries have been drawn tightly around the house and the associated barn.

The Thomas Montgomery House had yielded information on the early history and development of the hundred and especially the area immediately adjacent to the Christiana Bridge.  Situated along the major thoroughfare from New Castle to Nottingham (Pa.) and located approximately three-quarters of a mile from the Bridge over the Christiana, this brick dwelling is one of the first brick structures to appear in this area.  Thomas Montgomery, an English merchant and land speculator, bought land in the vicinity of Christeen Bridge” during the decade of the 1740’s-1750’s where he settled for a time and conducted business.  Montgomery is believed to have built this brick dwelling house shortly after 1741.  Friend of the Isaac Morris Family and a signer of the Address of Welcome to Governor John Penn from the Merchants of Philadelphia, November 21, 1763, all hint at his high status in American Society prior to the Revolutionary War.  The Montgomery House is significant according to National Register Criteria B and C, that is, it embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction and is associated with someone significant as well.

In 1761, Thomas Montgomery moved to Philadelphia where he and his family settled.  He died in 1766 while traveling to Belfast on his ship “Catherine.”  His properties in Philadelphia and White Clay Creek Hundred were left to his children, Susannah, Eleanor and Robert.  The White Clay Creek property remained in the Montgomery family and was rented to another merchant until 1808 when it was sold to two Philadelphia merchants, William T. Smith and Samuel Richards.  The deeds suggest that by the mid-1850’s this property was developed into a farming estate, and this it remained until the mid-twentieth century.  With the growth of suburbia into White Clay Creek Hundred in the 1960’s, it was more lucrative to sell the land rather than farm it.

The Thomas Montgomery House is architecturally significant because of the uncommon construction features.  Glazed header Flemish bond brickwork is represented by a number of examples in New Castle County, however, the Montgomery House is the only extant structure in the Christiana area or even in the Hundred to feature this decorative brickwork.  It is also unusual to find the remaining exterior walls constructed entirely in English bond.  Although an example of English bond brickwork can be seen at the nearby Christiana Inn (NR 1974) where it is used in the gables and one wall, it is unusual to find it used to the extent it is in this house.  More common would be to find it in a lower wall or watertable construction as seen, for example, at the Van Leuvenigh House or the Booth House, both early eighteenth century houses in the New Castle Historic District (NR 1967).  The placement of the chimney off-center of the ridgeline to accommodate a corner fireplace and the use of a beltcourse at the cornice level of the eastern end wall are features usually seen only on earlier buildings (i. E. The Brick Mill House at Glynrich, NR 1979).  A feature of the roof system is equally remarkable.  The gable roof is composed of sawn and hewn, some bark-covered, rafters.  One of these rafters, above the eastern end of the dwelling, cracked at its midpoint either during construction of shortly thereafter and was repaired with a wooden  splint on each side of the crack.  The splints are held in place with hand wrought nails.  All of the above construction details, along with the existence of an earlier dependency makes the Montgomery House important to our understanding of eighteenth century building practices in New Castle County.

Old Fort Church      

The Old Fort Church is located on the west side of Old Baltimore Pike between Delaware Route 273 and Brown’s Lane.  The site is almost directly across from the junction with Bayard Lane.  The building site is an L-shaped, 0.38 acre parcel that fronts 60 feet on Old Baltimore Pike and contains a maximum depth of 227.4 feet.

Old Fort Church is a one-story, gable-roofed brick structure that was constructed in 1897.  Its three bay by three bay rectangular, gable front plan rests on a brick foundation with a full basement below.  The exterior walls are laid in six course common bond, while the gables are sheathed with various types of decorative wood shingles painted dark green.  The shingles alternate hexagonal, pointed and round butts every three rows.  The main decorative feature of the building, however, is the modified lancet-type windows that illuminate the main block.  These windows are composed of standard six-over-six sash windows with triangular transoms above.  These shutters have been removed from the windows and sometime in the early 1940’s stained glass panes were installed in the six-over-six sash.  A mitred arch two-over-two sash window pierces the façade gable.  The only structure changes in the building have been the addition of a brick, gable-roofed vestibule on the façade and an annex on the rear.  A cemetery that was created after 1897 is located to the rear of the church.

The boundaries chosen for this building have been set at the property lines of the legal parcel on which it stands.  The parcel is bounded by modern residential development on the north, west and south and a busy road on the east.

The Old Fort Church is significant because it is representative of the contributions of the black community to the history of White Clay Creek Hundred.  Old Fort Church is eligible for the National Register under Criteria A and C, as it embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction and for its association with events which made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of the local past.

A Union American Methodist Church was built on Schoolbell Road (in Christiana Hundred) near Christiana in 1819, and in 1850 a brick structure had replaced the original frame one.  By the 1880’s the church had grown substantially, and since most of the members lived in the village of Christiana Bridge, a decision was made to move the Church into the village of Old Baltimore Pike near the crest of the hill.  In 1897, the church was dismantled, the bricks were transported to the new site by horse and wagon where the women washed the bricks and the men reassembled the church.  Since there is no documentary evidence describing the Church before the move, it is not known if it was reassembled exactly in its original form.  In the early nineteenth century the name of the church was changed from the Christiana U.M.E. Church to Old Fort U.A.M.E. Church.  This occurred at a ceremony for the burning of the mortgage at which the congregation decided that having suffered and yet still having paid the debt faithfully, as a flock of Jesus Christ they wished to be called Old Fort.

For many years, Old Fort was referred to as a “family church” because most of its members were related to the Neal Family by blood or marriage.  Five generations of Neals have attended this Church, however, other members have joined during the last five years.                

Although it is unclear how much change occurred in the building when it was dismantled and moved, it can be safely assumed that the Church followed the same basic one story, gable front plan that it does in its current rebuilt state.  This plan became almost standard for small congregations in the nineteenth century throughout the state.  The distinctive feature of Old Fort that sets its apart from the others, however, is the stylized type of lancet window that was used.  While most churches of this period employ either pointed-arch sash or elongated sash, Old Fort utilizes standard six-over-six sash that are surmounted by a multi-light transom lights to give the effect of lancet windows.  This treatment not only creates a striking difference compared to other small-scale churches in the area, but also provides creative solutions for achieving a desired style given limited materials. 



The level of significance is local.  It has unusual, if not unique, features which make it of interest to the architectural and social history  of the County as a whole.
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