Scharf, J. Thomas

1888 History of Delaware, 1609-1888.  L. J. Richards & Co., Philadelphia, Volume 1.

(Scharf 1888:243) On Sunday, August 24th, the main body of the Continental Army, ten thousand strong, under Washington’s personal command. ,arched into Philadelphia, and took the road to Chester and Wilmington.  Washington immediately wrote to General Rodney, who commanded the Delaware militia: “For the present you can do no more than keep scouts and patrols towards the enemy to watch their motions, but as soon as you are joined by more force from this state (Pennsylvania), by the militia of the Eastern Shore of Maryland, and by Richardson’s Maryland battalion, I would have you move as near the enemy as you can with safety.”


In the mean time Washington ordered General Smallwood to proceed to Maryland and organize the militia on the Western Shore of the Chesapeake and Colonel M. Gist the militia on the Eastern Shore.  Rodney’s Delaware and Colonel Richardson’s militia were afterwards orders to co-operate with Smallwood, who was placed in command of the entire force to operate in the rear of the enemy.  The Delaware militia, under Caesar Rodney, were hastily posted at the head of the Elk, where, upon the approach of the British, they pressed into service all the teams within reach and secured the greater part of the public stores, only leaving several thousand bushels of corn and oats, which fell into the hands of the enemy.


Washington reached Wilmington on the same day as the British landing at the head of Elk.  His army passed through Wilmington and advanced to the high land west of it, where it encamped, some going as far as Newport.  Washington took up his headquarters on Quaker hill, in a house for many years afterwards stood on the west side of West Street, midway between Third and Fourth.  Here he issued the following order:    


To Brigadier General Rodney:


“Sir - - The Congress having called upon the State of Delaware for its proportion of Militia, to assist in defeating the hostile designs of the enemy in this quarter, you are, without loss of time, to use your utmost exertions towards accomplishing that necessary purpose, and for assembling and arranging in the best order possible, the quota assigned your state, at Middletown and in its neighborhood.  When assembled they are to co-operate more immediately with the Militia from the Eastern Shore…

Lydenberg, Harry Miller, ed.

1930 Archibald Robertson, Lieutenant-General Royal Engineers, His Diaries and Sketches in American, 1762-1780.  New York Public Library, NY.

(p. 144) [August 1777] 31st.  All that Corps pass’d Elk Ferry and began their March thro’ Bohemiah Mannor to Drove Cattle and secure some horses.


This Morning went out a Party about 4 miles the Newark Road, to Eason;s Forge where it was reported some Valuable Stores were, but found none worth removing.  We had 1 Killed and 4 Wounded of the 23d Regiment.  The 2d Battalion 71st came forward this Evening and were Encamped near the Front.  We have had many Reports about Mr. Washington’s Army, and suppose they are lying near Wilmington with Corps mix’d with Militia push’d nearer to us, his Numbers uncertain.  By the Rebel Papers it appears Lieutenant Berne [i.e. Baum] – from General Burgoyne’s Army had met with a Cheque near a Place Call’d Bennington at the mouth of the Mohawk River.


[September] 1st  By a letter from Sir William Erskine we learn the Army under Lieutenant General Knyphausen have taken some horses, etc.


2d.  The 1st and 2d Battalions 71 ordered this Evening to Grey’s Hill.  The Light Infantry etc. are under orders to march tomorrow morning.


3d. at 5 in the morning the following Corps march’d from the Head of Elk, Vizt --- Jagers, Light Infantry, British Grenadiers, Hessian Grenadiers, 1st Battalion Guards, 1st and 2d Brigades of Artillery, the 4th, 49, 27 and 40th Regiments, and 3 troops 16th Dragoons.  We got to Aiken’s Tavern without opposition, and there found a Party of the Rebels in our front on the Road leading to Cristeen.  After advancing about ½ a mile the Light Troops came up with them and a pretty smart skirmish ensued which continued for near two [145] Miles along the Road over Couches Bridge and the Mill.  We had about 30 Killed and Wounded and 3 Officers Wounded (Haldane).  There were 4 Rebel Officers found kill’d and 12 or 14 men, their Wounded they carried off.  We halted about 12 o’clock and the Army were Posted, the left on Iron Hill and the Right to Aikens Tavern Head Quarters.  Major General Grant was left at the Head of Elk with 8 Battalions, Vizt. The 2d Battallion Guards, 28th, 23d, 5th, 10th, 55th,  and 2 Battalions 71st posted on Greys hill.


The Corps under Lieutenant General Knyphausen joined us at Aikens about 10 o’clock.  They brought some live Stock and a few horses.  1 Battalion 71st Posted about a mile on the Road to keep up communications to Head of Elk.


4th A convoy of Waggons with the sick and Wounded went to the Head of Elk.


6th General Grant with the Corps that were left at the Head of Elk join’d the Army, at Penncalder or Aikins Tavern.


7th.  Orders to be in Readiness to march at an hours warning.  General Washington with his Army at Wilmington with a Post at Cristeen Bridge.    


8th at Daybreak marhc’d with the whole Army by Newark, and came into the Lancaster Road about five miles from Newport about 10 o’clock in a District call’d Mill Creek hundred.  We met with no opposition on this march.  The Enemy expected us to go by Cristeen where we understand they have thrown a great many obstacles in the Road.


9th at 5 in the Evening the Army march’d in two Divisions, Lieutenant General Knyphausen with the Baggage by New Garden to Kennett’s Square.  The rest of the Army cross’d the Country with an intention to get into the Main Road…

Pennsylvania Gazette, September 10, 1777

PHILADELPHIA, September 10

Extract of a letter from Gen. Washington to Congress, dated Wilmington, September 3, 1777, 8 o’clock, P.M.


“This morning the enemy came out, with a considerable force and three pieces of artillery, against our light advanced corps, and after some pretty smart skirmishing obliged them to retreat, being far inferior in number and with cannon.  The loss on either side is not yet ascertained.  Ours, though not exactly known, is not very considerable; theirs we have reason to believe was much greater, as some of our parties, composed of expert marksmen, had opportunities of giving the, several close, well directed fires; more particularly in one instance, when a body of riflemen formed a kind of ambushcade.  They advanced about two miles this side of Iron-hill, and then withdrew to that place, leaving a picket at Cooch’s mill, about a mile to the front.


The design of their movement this morning seems to have been to disperse our light troops, who had been troublesome to them, and to gain possession of Iron-hill , to establish a post, most probably, for covering their retreat in case of accidents.”   

Extract of a Letter from Head-Quarters, dated Sept. 9, 3 o’clock A.M.


“I embrace this opportunity to inform you, that the movements of the enemy yesterday give the greatest reason to believe they are endeavoring to force a march to Philadelphia, which they will endeavour to prosecute this day, or give us battle.  Yesterday they advanced towards us; our men prepared to give them battle, but whether a dislike to our situation, or a desire to steal a march I know not, but they have and are still doing their utmost to file off to the right of us.” 

Scull, G. D., ed.

1881  The Journals of Captain John Montresor.  Collections of the New York Historical Society for the Year 1881, New York Historical Society, New York.

[p. 444] 29th [August 1777]  Weather delightful and cool  especially the mornings and evenings which are now rather cold.  The Chasseurs pushed a body of the rebel Infantry at daylight this morning.  Several of the Small craft arrived at the Lower landing with provisions &c.  This country abounding in Forage, Pasture and vegetables, but the Inhabitants flown.  Large quantities of apples green and Indian Corn which are in moderation great refreshments to the Soldiery.  This night Lt.-Gen. Kniphuysen with the Troops left at Elk Ferry, crossed the Elk and encamped at Cecil Court house.  13 of our men deserted from us, or taken by the Enemy when marauding.  A man came in from Philadelphia, that passed through the Rebel country who assured us that they are posted at Brandywine with a considerable body at White Clay Creek.  About four hundred men advanced to Iron hill about five and a half miles from hence.

30th.  Weather very pleasant – the wind as usual from W. to South.  Welch fisileers fired a few Plantoons into a body of cavalry of about 200.  The Jagers who are forward fired two Cannons shot some officers with their escrot, reconnoitering.  The Army remarkably healthy but the navy sickly.  This morning early Major-General Gray with 2 Brigades marched from hence to join General Kniphuysen by this way of Elk Ferry.  The Inhabitants say that this has been as hot a summer as they have known.


Sunday, 31st.  Lt. Gen’l Kniphuysen marched easterly on the neck into the Country, together with Generals Grey, Agnew, and Sir William Erskine in order to secure Cattle, waggons and Horses &c., the army lying in great want of horses, owing to so long and unexpected a voyage hither both as to their flesh and their numbers.  Weather very fine but intensely hot in the middle of the day, mornings and evenings rather cool.  A Skirmish this morning – a body of rebels having appeared which the 23d Regiment attacked and pushed, taking 3 prisoners – they having one [445] Killed and 5 Wounded.  Two deserters came in from the Rebel Army.  The Command with General Kniphuysen taken 261 head horned Cattle and 568 sheep and 100 horses.  Picket of the 5th Regt. Took 36 head Horned Cattle.  A light horse deserter Came in.  Lost 5 more Royal Artillery’s


September 1st.  At daybreak this morning an outpost of the rebels was attacked by 200 Rangers of Wemy’s Corps, they took the Commanding officer a Saxon Baron, one Ionitz and his Lieutenant and 3 prisoners—Killed 2 and wounded 1 – the rest consisting of 100 fled – this was effected without any incident on our side.  The middle of this day intensely hot, more so than usual.  Rain all this night but gentle.  Two Rebel Light Horse deserted to us but being too precipitate – two of our Rangers fired and both shot the same horse.


2nd.  Morning wet and overcast and chilly.  Two days fresh provisions issued to the Army for the first time.  Came in, 1 rebel Light Horse and 2 deserters.  All this Country abounds with Forage.  The Inhabitants either fled or drove off and scarce any Cattle to be seen..  To this evening from the time of our arrival at this Town the return of Sick from this Army is no less than Five Hundred men.


3rd.  Weather fine but cool early.  At daybreak the whole under march except 2 Brigades with Major-Genl. Grant took the lower road to Christeen by the way of Aiken’s Tavern, in order to avoid Iron Hill.  At this Tavern we were to be joined by the Troops under General Kniphuysen but did not perceive them.  About a mile beyond the Country is close – the woods within a shot of the road, frequently in front and flank and in projecting points towards the Road, here the Rebels begin to attack us, about 9 o’clock with a continued smart irregular fire for near two miles.  The body of the Rebels consisted of 120 men from 6 brigades making 720 men of what they call their regulars, together with 1000 militia and Philadelphia Light [446] Horse, but the 720 men when what were principally engaged they were opposed by the Chasseurs and 1 Battalion of Light Infantry only the other Battalion of Light Infantry which they sent to surround the rebels through some mistake was led so far on our Righ as to find an impassible swamp between them and the Army, which prevented this little spirited affair becoming so decisive.  The rebels left about 20 dead among which was a Captain of Lord Sterling’s Reg’t.  We had 3 killed and 20 wounded, amongst which was Lieut. Haldane Engineer and three more officers.  The Rebel Deserters since Come in, say they lost 5 Captains.  This  body of the enemy was commanded by General Maxwell.  Head Quarters Aikin’s Tavern.  Lord Cornwallis’s to Cooche’s Mill on the little Christeen where the rebels had a post this morning which we drove them from.  The Guards on Iron Hill, Dunop, the Hessian Grenadiers, together with the British and all the Light Troops on the opposite side of the creek about 1 mile.  The middle of this day excessive hot.  Accounts just after the skirmishing was over that Lieut.-Genl. Kniphuysen’s body was arrived at Aikin’s Tavern.  This spot is the Welsh Tract we called Penn-Cadder.  Lieut-Genl. Kniphuysen’s encampment forms a 2nd line to us.  Two or 3 shots exchanged in the night.  Total of Cattle taken and now brought to Lt.-Genl. Kniphuysen amounts to 500 Head of Horned Cattle --1000 sheep and 100 horses but not above forty of these horses fit for Draught. 


4th.  The mornings now may be said to be cold in so much that fires are both agreeable and necessary – the weather charming.  The Engineer’s wound was such as to be obliged this morning to be sent on board the Hospital ship in the Fleet with the rest of the wounded by an escort of the rangers to Elk Town.  Two deserters came in.  Pioneers employed in bury[447]-ing the Rebels, more being found in the woods.  Two of them Captains Dallas and Cumming lay just beyond the Bridge at Cooch'’ Mill.  The rebels in general retreated yesterday to Christian and White Clay Creek.  The great want of Horses prevents our movements this day.  People that’s Comes in say the Rebels lost yesterday 13 officers.  Waggons went this evening to head of Elk for Provisions and to carry back the men’s tents and officers and Spare baggage for want of Carriages.  Inhabitants drove in by the oppression of the Rebels.  People from our camp daily on the decouvert.  Soil here not Extraordinary.  A few hopping shot in the night.  Our pickets wounded one of our dragoons and killed a horse supplying these rebels.  Evenings & nights dew very heavy.


5th.  Weather charming, mornings cold.  Sir William Erskine and 1st Battalion Light Infantry gone forward to reconnoitre.  A man came in who slept in the rebel camp at Chad’s Ford on the Brandywine last night, where he left Major-Genl. Sullivan and 2000 men and 3 field pieces.  Three fugitives came in from Bohemia, say that Genl. Mifflin and Cadwallader with what militia they have and can collect at Chester with the intention to harass our Rear.  Three Rebels Light Hose deserted to us – all Irishmen – some with the clothing of our 8th Regt. On – taken from us by their Privateers and each covered with a rifle shirt.  This country subject to small intermittent fevers.  Dispatches by the Phoenix Ship of war arrived in this Camp this night.  Upon the Poll being taken of the Inhabitants that remain in Philadelphia and within its Isthmus as follows:

In the City 23,000  Suburbs 2000  Liberties 10,000

Together 35,000 souls

  
6th  Overcast with a gentle rain – weather close.  A rifle man deserted to is.  This evening excessively hot.  Arrived that body of the Army left at Elkton under [448] the command of  Major-General Grant.  We learn that General Sullivan with One thousand men, but no Cannon, were at Newark.


Sunday, 7th.  Weather very sultry, came in two deserters on Lt. Horse & 1 Highlander.


8th.  The whole moved 2 hours before daylight – a remarkable borealis.  An amazing strong ground – marched this day about 12 miles to Head Quarters – a very strong country – but 3 or 4 Shots fired during the march.  A great deal of rebel cattle collected.  At ¼ past 9 three alarm guns were fired from the rebel camp, conjectured to be at Newport, one minute between each gun.  A rebel Colonel, Baggage and Servant taken in Waggon and 4 horses.  At ¼ past 7 this morning marching through Newark the weather was very cold indeed.  Encamped this day 1 o’clock at Nibblas’s house which is from Aikin’s Tavern to Cooch’s Mill round Iron Hill by way of Newark and so into the road from Newport to Lancaster in the way to New Garden.  Heard the rebel morning gun.  Took a waggon & 4 horses with 12 barrels of Flour going to the enemy.  16 Inhabitants Came in.  Three Cannon shot by us at Rebel officers reconnoitering after we had Come to our ground.  Some firing this evening at the rebels.


9th.  At 2 o’clock P.M. Lt.-Genl. Kniphuysen with the 3rd Division and 2 more British brigades marched for Kennett’s Square via New Garden and arrived at his ground at 11.  At sunset this evening the 2 other divisions of this Army under Lord Cornwallis and Major-General Grant marched from Head Quarters at Nichol’s House Mill Creek Hundred by a bye road to Hokesson Meeting house – Quaker meeting 4 miles distance and encamped.  The roads bad for both Routs of the Army & under many halts.  At ½ past 5 this afternoon this Commander in Chief received accounts of the rebel army having evacuated Newport and Wilmington and taken posts at Chad’s ford on the Brandywine Creek.  

Andre, John

1930 Major Andre’s Journal, Operations of the British Army Under Lieutenant Generals Sir William Howe and Sir Henry Clinton, June 1777 to November 1778.  Wiliam Abbatt Press, Tarrytown, NY.

[40]  30th  In consequence of the above Orders, which General Knyphausen comminucated to General Grey, the 3d Brigade together with three troops of Light Dragoons, paraded on their ground at ½ past 5 o’clock, and at 6 marched to the ferry, where they were embarked and crossed over to the Court-house.  As General Grey thought it material the troops should move immediately into the country, they did not wait for the Artillery, but marched forward and took post on a height near Cecil Church.  Two parties were left in different places on the road, and a strong Guard remained at the Court-house to bring up the Artillery and baggage,  Two of the guns arrived two hours after the troops, and the other two with the ammunition waggons, baggage &c. came in the afternoon.  In the evening one Battalion of 71st Regiment joined the Detachment, and was encampment in front of the left of line.

General Grey saw only a small body of Rebels at Cecil Church, who first drew up, and immediately after ran off.  Two pairs of Colours were found in [41] the church.  The inhabitants on the road had all quitted their houses.  But at Cecil Church several yet remained.  A great part of the cattle had been driven away.  Detachments to the right and left under Colonel Maxwell and Major Murray swept in what they could not meet with.  Other parties were sent out, on coming to our ground, to drive in cattle and gather roots.  On his march the piquets, sugmented to forty men per Battalion, formed the advanced Guard.      

31st.  Lieutenant-Colonel Bird with 150 men, marched at 4 o’clock this morning to the surprise of a party of Militia said to be at Ellis’s Tavern; he was thence to proceed to Middleneck, between the forks of Bohemia River, to drive in cattle.  There were no Militia at Ellis’s Tavern nor was any one to be seen on the road, but a few affrighted people who probably had not had time to make their escape, and three or four people on horseback. Who retired before us and stopped at every rising ground to see if the Troops continued advancing;  some had arms, but they did not appear accoutred as Light Dragoons.   The Detachment proceeded to Middleneck, crossing two mill-dams, the one upon a branch of Bohemia Creek, the other on a rivulet running into the branch.   At each of the passes Colonel Bird left a party, and posted a strong detachment between them on the road leading to Warwick.  Colonel Bird marched with the remainder to the lower part of the Neck (George’s Wharf) from whence a good quantity of cattle was taken.  From the want of expertness in the drivers, only 350 sheep, fifty-five horned cattle and about twenty-four horses or mules were brought in.  Several people assisted in bringing in their cattle and of their own accord drove it to Camp the next day.  Some Hessians belonging to a baggage guard demolished a [42] whole flock of sheep which the owners were voluntarily driving to us.  Colonel Bird’s Detachments returned to the Camp at 4 o’clock in the afternoon.

The remainder of General Knyphausen;s Command crossed the ferry this morning and encamped with the 3rd Brigade.

Sept. 1st.  Great complaints were made of the plunder committed by the Troops – cheifly by the Hessians.

2d.  The Corps under General Knyphausen marched to Carson’s Tavern, five miles from Cecil Church.  Detachments of 100 men each marched to the right and left of the Column, at about a half a mile distance to collect cattle.  The piquets formed the advanced Guard.  A few Rebel Light Dragoons were seen on the road, and two or three Militiamen in arms picked up.  At a mill near Carson’s, sixty barrels of flour were taken.  The inhabitants were in general fled and a great deal of cattle driven off.  

3d.  General Knyhausen marched to Aiken’s Tavern a village about four miles from Carson’s.  The main body of the Army under Sir William Howe had just passed this place and marched towards Iron Hill when General Knyhausen came up.  By this time a considerable drove of cattle had been collected and was a very seasonable supply to the other Column, which had none.  The whole however, had a very narrow escape, having gone near a half mile on a road leading to the Enemy’s posts.

The van of Sir William Howe’s Column, consisting of Chasseurs and Light Infantry, fell in with a body of about 500 Rebels posted a little beyond Aiken’s on the road to Iron Hill.  They disposed of themselves amongst some trees by the roadside, and gave a heavy fire as our Troops advanced, but upon being [43] pressed ran away and were pursued above two miles.  At first retreating they fired from any advantageous point they passed, but their flights afterwards became so precipitate that great numbers threw down their arms and blankets.  Amongst their dead were tow or Three officers.  A wounded man who was left in the field was found to be quite drunk.  It seems the whole had received an extraordinary quantity of strong liquor, and that the detachment was composed of volunteers and looked upon as a Corps from which great exertions were to be expected.  They were commanded by a General Maxwell.  The attempts made by our Troops to get round them were defeated by their unable to pass a swamp.  Of the Chasseurs and Light Infantry, the only Troops engaged, three or four were killed and twelve or fourteen wounded.

4th.  A grand Guard of Cavalry mounted.

5th.  Some men of Ferguson’s Corps fired by mistake on a patrol of Light Dragoons and wounded a man and a horse.

6th  A Corps left at the head of Elk under Major-General Grant, joined the main body of the Army with a train of provisions for several days.  They were encamped, 1st Brigade in the front of the 4th Brigade, and 2d Brigade near the 40th Regiment.  That day the camp equipages, excepting the bell tents, was sent on board the transports at the head of Elk, and from henceforward all communication with the shipping ceased.  A Regulation was made by General Grey for the method of hutting for the 3d Brigade.

The general reports concerning Washington’s Arms were that theu were posted between Brandywine & Christien Creek; that he had a body of men at Christ-[44]tien Bridge up to which gondolas came, and that Wilmington, which he has in his rear, was fortified and covered by gallies in either Creek.

7th.  Several deserters came in.  They said that Washington had advanced towards Newport, and all insisted that their General was in the intention to stand an action.  They rendered this intelligence more to be relied on by quoting part of his Order.  The Light Dragoons who deserted from the Rebels sold their horses by auction at a very advanced price.

8th  The Army marched in three Divisions and by the left at daybreak, passing Newark and White Clay Creek they came in a march of about ten miles to the New Garden Road, where they encamped.

9th  The Army received Orders to be in readiness to march at 1 o’clock in the afternoon in two Columns.  The Troops, however, did not move till sunset.  The 3d and 4th Brigades were at first in the right-hand Column, but the road being found very bad, were ordered, together with a Brigade of Artillery and the baggage of that Column, to turn back and take the road Knyphausen had marched.  This movement, attended with a great deal of trouble and protracted the march of the Brigade in the rear till near 3 o’clock the next day.  It was fortunate we had not an enterprising well-informed Enemy near us.   The line of baggage was produced, by the badness of the road and insufficiency of the horses, to a very great length, and the 4th Brigade, which was in front of it, had by quickening their pace to reach General Knyphausen, gained so much upon the carriages that there was a space of two or three miles between them.  It was with some difficulty at a crossroad that it was ascertained which way the front of the Column had passed.  General Howe’s Column had reached Kennet’s Square early in the morning and the whole was encamped there (10 miles).

Bevan, Wilson Lloyd

1929 History of Delaware, Past and Present.  Lewis Historical Publishing Company, New York.

[436] Engagement at Cooch’s Bridge – The country between Wilmington and the Head of the Elk River was reconnoitered by several generals of Washington’s Army in addition to General Rodney.  Washington [437]himself proceeded to the scene of operations and also made a personal reconnaissance before the British army took up its line of march.  On the 3rd of September, their lines extended from Glasgow to Iron Hill, a little over two miles from Newark, Delaware.  On that day a severe skirmish took place between Howe’s men and the Delaware and the Maryland militia near Cooch’s Bridge.  The Americans lost about forty killed and wounded, but the British loss is not known. After the skirmish the British burned Cooch’s Mill, a short distance from the bridge, and destroyed a good deal of property.  They removed the records of the Cecil County court house and burned the building.  A writer of the period says the British captured all the records and public papers of New Castle County and every shilling of the public money, together with the fund belonging to the trustees of the Newark Academy.  Howe’s Army must have been out of hand, because as early as the 27th of August, he had issued a declaration to the inhabitants of the region through which his army was passing, assuring “the peaceful inhabitants of the Province of Pennsylvania, the Lower Counties of Delaware and the Counties of Maryland on the eastern shore of the Chesapeake Bay that in order to remove any groundless apprehensions which may habe been raised of their sufferings by depredations of the army under his command, he hath issued the strictest orders to the troops for the preservation of regularity and good discipline; and has signified that the most exemplary punishment shall be inflicted upon those who shall dare to plunder the property or molest the persons of any of his Majesty’s well disposed subjects.”


On September 3, Howe began to move from Elkton, Maryland while Washington was still in Wilmington.  Howe’s army numbered 17,000 men and Waashington’s 11,000.  The movement of the British troops under Howe through Maryland and Delaware may have been due to the supposition that in the Delaware and Maryland counties and the lower district of Pennsylvania there were large numbers of British sympathizers, and that even if the first advance on Philadelphia failed, it would be easier to cut off Washington from his supply center at Lancaster and also deprive him of the support of the rich counties to the westward of that place.  The feeling in the peninsula counties apparently was not as active in support of the British cause as Howe had imagined.  Galloway, an American by birth, but pro-British, who acted as a guide to the British army in their advance, said in his testimony before the House of Commons in 1779, “that at and about the Head of Elk a number of persons did desert their houses and carry off their effects, but not all; after Sir William Howe had advanced into the country from thence about eight or ten miles, I don’t believe that I saw in the whole route of the [438] army from thence to Philadelphia, consisting of at least seventy miles, above ten, or most fifteen, houses deserted.  The inhabitants were found quietly at their homes and to me there appeared every mark of plasure at the troops arriving in the colony.   



Howe’s Strategy Fails – But the active assistance of the inhabitants seemed to have gone no farther than furnishing supplies to the invaders and answering inquiries as to the best roads to take to Philadelphia.  Howe’s purpose seems to have been to force Washington’s army either down the peninsula, where it could be made ineffective, or drive it into the Delaware, where it would be obliged to surrender… 

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Head Quarters, Wilmington, August 27, 1777.

Parole Susquehannah. Countersigns Delaware, Schuylkill. The brigades and other corps are to be in such readiness as to march at a moment's warning. To this end the officers will see that the men are kept regularly supplied with as much provision as will, when fresh, keep; and the Commissaries are peremptorily ordered to provide a quantity of hard bread ready to deliver at any sudden call.

It is expected (as there is the greatest reason to believe that our service will be active) that every species of baggage belonging to both officers and men, will now be stored, except such as cannot be done without in the field, that the train of waggons may in consequence be reduced, and our incumbrance on this account lessened. To effect this valuable purpose, the sick are to be turned over to the Director General of the Hospital, and not taken with us, whilst the women are expressly forbid any longer, under any licence at all, to ride in the waggons, and the officers earnestly called upon to permit no more than are absolutely necessary, and such as are actually useful, to follow the army.

The number of horses, which are now so injuriously introduced, (contrary to all former practice) is also expressly forbid; as they have become a real nuisance in the army. It is expected therefore, that no officer, except those who are allowed forage, will henceforth keep a horse, but (as his baggage is carried for him) march on foot with his men: This, at the same time that it testifies a real regard to the service, will be setting a good and commendable example to the men; which in every instance ought, and it is hoped will be, the first object of a good and valuable officer.

Five waggons from each brigade are to be delivered immediately, to the Deputy Quarter Master General.

Genl. Greene's division is to march to morrow morning, and take post, on a piece of ground, which will be marked out for him, on White Clay Creek. And the militia from Chester (under the command of Col. Evans) is to march to Christiania Bridge, and there take post 'till further orders.

As the weather has been wet, and the ground damp, the men may be served with a gill of rum each.

AFTER ORDERS

General Stephen's division is to march to morrow morning, immediately after General Green's.

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

[Note 7: Of a Delaware Militia regiment.] 

Wilmington, August 27, 1777.

Sir: After the men of your own, Colo. Hunters and Colo. Udree's8 Battalions have refreshed themselves you are to march them to Christiana Bridge and there halt till further orders.

[Note 8: Col. Daniel Udree, of the Pennsylvania Militia.] 

You are to get your Men as well covered, as the Situation of the place will admit of, and always keep them near their quarters, that they may be ready to move at a moments warning.

As most of the Men in this County have left their families at home and turned out in a spirited manner in defence of their Country, it is hoped that the Troops under your command will not in the least injure their property, by destroying their Fences, Corn, or Fruit. I am &ca.

P.S. Your Ammunition is to be inspected, to see if injured by the Rain, and the Arms kept in good order.9
[Note 9: The draft is in the writing of Tench Tilghman.] 

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Wilmington, August 27, 1777.

Sir: I this Morning returned from the Head of Elk, which I left last night. In respect to the Enemy, I have nothing new to communicate, they remain where they debarked first. I could not find out from inquiry what number is landed, nor form an estimate of it, from the distant view I had of their Encampment. But few Tents were to be seen from Iron Hill and Grey's Hill, which are the only Eminences about Elk. I am happy to inform you, that all the Public Stores are removed from thence, except about Seven thousand Bushels of Corn. This I urged the Commissary there to get off, as soon as possible, and hope it will be effected in the course of the few days if the Enemy should not prevent, which their Situation gives them but too easy an opportunity of doing; The scarcity of Teams, in proportion to the demand, will render the removal rather tedious, though I have directed the Quarter Master to send some from hence, to expedite the Measure. A part of the Delaware Militia are Stationed there and about nine hundred more from Pennsylvania are now on the March [that way]. I also intended to move part of the Army that way to day, but am under the necessity of defering it, till their Arms are put in order and they are furnished with Ammunition, both having been greatly injured by the heavy rain that fell yesterday and last night. I have the Honor etc.5
[Note 5: In the writing of Richard Kidder Meade. The words in brackets are in the writing of Washington.] 
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Wilmington, August 28, 1777.

Dear Sir: General Howe has advanced part of his Force about two Miles this side the Head of Elk and from the information of deserters and prisoners, there is reason to beleive he is either marching or soon will be, towards Philadelphia. If that is his object, and of which there can be but little doubt, I think many important advantages would be derived from the Militia's hanging on his Rear or Right flank, after he leaves Elk, while he is opposed by this Army in front or in such other way, as shall seem most advisable from circumstances. But then, I am wholly at a loss to whom to address myself respecting the Militia on the Eastern Shore, not knowing their Officers or where they are Assembled. The Congress thought proper to point out Genl. Smallwood and Colo. Gist to arrange and conduct them; who, owing I suppose to a miscarriage of the dispatches that were sent them, have not yet reached this place, nor have I heard any thing of them. Matters being thus circumstanced, and as the aid of the Militia is extremely necessary and no time is to be lost in obtaining it, I must request your Good Offices and interest in assisting to assemble, spirit up and forward them in the best manner you can, towards the Head of the Bay, that they may be in a situation to annoy the Enemy, should they make a push against Philadelphia, giving such advice and direction to the Officers as shall appear to you necessary and proper. I know well, that your situation in this instance will be delicate and not a little embarrassing, I feel myself in that predicament; Yet, I trust, the exigency of our Affairs will not only furnish an Apology, but will fully justify your interesting yourself upon the Subject. For the requisition I have made, I shall offer no Apology. It is the result of necessity and founded in the most implicit confidence, that you are and will be ready upon all occasions to afford every aid in your power to advance the true interest and happiness of your Country. Influenced by these considerations, I have made it, and have only to add, that I am etc.15
[Note 15: The draft is in the writing of Robert Hanson Harrison. The letter sent, which is also in Harrison's writing, is in the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. It varies from the above draft in spelling and capitalization and contains the P.S., which does not appear in the draft.] 

P.S. Several deserters have come in to day and our parties made between thirty and forty prisoners.
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Head Qurs., Wilmington, August 29, 1777.

Sir: On my return to this place, last evening, from White Clay creek, I was honored with yours of the 27th with sundry Resolves of Congress, to which I shall pay due attention. The Enemy advanced a part of their Army yesterday to Greys Hill, about two Miles on this side of Elk, whether with intent to take post there, or to cover, while they remove what Stores they found in the Town, I cannot yet determine. I do not know what quantity of private property remained, but of the public there were [several] thousand bushels of corn and oats, which might have been removed also, had not most of the Teams in the Country been employed by private persons in bringing off very valuable goods. Our light parties yesterday took between thirty and forty prisoners, twelve deserters from the navy and eight from the army have already come in, but they are able to give us very little intelligence. They generally agree, that their Troops are healthy, but that their horse suffered very much by the voyage.

By a Letter from Genl. Gates, which you were pleased to transmit me yesterday, he requests, that Commissions may be sent to Brigadiers Glover, Poor and Paterson which I beg the favour of you to do by the return express. The two last lost theirs with their baggage at Ticonderoga, and Genl. Glover had none. I have the Honor &c.18
[Note 18: In the writing of Alexander Hamilton. The draft is in the writing of Tench Tilghman and Robert Hanson Harrison, and the word "several" in brackets was inserted by Washington. The draft also stated that General Glover never had a commission, which Hamilton altered by striking out the word "never" in the letter sent.] 
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Head Qurs., Wilmington, August 29, 1777.

Sir: On my return to this place, last evening, from White Clay creek, I was honored with yours of the 27th with sundry Resolves of Congress, to which I shall pay due attention. The Enemy advanced a part of their Army yesterday to Greys Hill, about two Miles on this side of Elk, whether with intent to take post there, or to cover, while they remove what Stores they found in the Town, I cannot yet determine. I do not know what quantity of private property remained, but of the public there were [several] thousand bushels of corn and oats, which might have been removed also, had not most of the Teams in the Country been employed by private persons in bringing off very valuable goods. Our light parties yesterday took between thirty and forty prisoners, twelve deserters from the navy and eight from the army have already come in, but they are able to give us very little intelligence. They generally agree, that their Troops are healthy, but that their horse suffered very much by the voyage.

By a Letter from Genl. Gates, which you were pleased to transmit me yesterday, he requests, that Commissions may be sent to Brigadiers Glover, Poor and Paterson which I beg the favour of you to do by the return express. The two last lost theirs with their baggage at Ticonderoga, and Genl. Glover had none. I have the Honor &c.18
[Note 18: In the writing of Alexander Hamilton. The draft is in the writing of Tench Tilghman and Robert Hanson Harrison, and the word "several" in brackets was inserted by Washington. The draft also stated that General Glover never had a commission, which Hamilton altered by striking out the word "never" in the letter sent.] 
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Wilmington, August 30, 1777.

Sir: Since I had the Honor of addressing you Yesterday, Nothing of Importance has occurred and the Enemy remain, as they then were. I was reconnoitring the Country and different Roads all Yesterday and am setting out on the same business again.

Sensible of the advantages of Light Troops, I have formed a Corps under the command of a Brigadier, by drafting a Hundred from each Brigade, which is to be constantly near the Enemy and to give them every possible annoyance. I have the honor etc.

10 o'Clock. This Minute 24 British prisoners arrived, taken yesterday by Captn. Lee of the Light Horse.21
[Note 21: In the writing of Robert Hanson Harrison. The 10 o'clock note was entered on the outside wrapper of the letter.] 
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Wilmington, August 30, 1777.

Sir: Since I had the Honor of addressing you Yesterday, Nothing of Importance has occurred and the Enemy remain, as they then were. I was reconnoitring the Country and different Roads all Yesterday and am setting out on the same business again.

Sensible of the advantages of Light Troops, I have formed a Corps under the command of a Brigadier, by drafting a Hundred from each Brigade, which is to be constantly near the Enemy and to give them every possible annoyance. I have the honor etc.

10 o'Clock. This Minute 24 British prisoners arrived, taken yesterday by Captn. Lee of the Light Horse.21
[Note 21: In the writing of Robert Hanson Harrison. The 10 o'clock note was entered on the outside wrapper of the letter.] 
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Head Quarters, Wilmington, August 31, 1777.

Parole Rockingham. Countersigns Arlington, Abingdon.

Every officer commanding a troop or company is immediately to make out his muster-rolls to the first of September, that the whole army may be mustered with the utmost expedition. Officers commanding corps not annexed to any particular division, or brigade, will apply to the muster Master of the nearest division who will muster all such corps.

A General Court Martial is to sit to morrow at 9 o'clock in the morning at Mr. Lawson's at the Cross Keys near the Academy, for the trial of Lieut. Troup a prisoner in the provost. Brigadier General Knox is appointed president of this court.

Genl. Potter will order two battalions of Militia, (each to be 250 strong, rather more than fewer) to march, one to Richling's ling's ford, and the other to Gibson's ford, to take post on the east side of the Brandiwine, and fix upon the best ground for defending those passes.
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Head Qurs., Wilmington, September 1, 1777.

Sir: A Letter just received from Brigadier General Maxwell, informs me of the desertion of one of your light Horse. This disagreeable circumstance will naturally put you upon your Guard, but I desire that you will farther make very particular Scrutiny into the Characters of your Men and if you shall find any more Suspicious ones among them, that you will immediately dismount them and order them to Head Quarters, the loss of a Worthless Soldier will occasion less regret when it is not accompanied with that of a Horse and Accoutrements. I am etc.32
[Note 32: The draft is in the writing of John Laurens.] 
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Head Qurs., Wilmington, September 1, 1777.

Sir: A Letter just received from Brigadier General Maxwell, informs me of the desertion of one of your light Horse. This disagreeable circumstance will naturally put you upon your Guard, but I desire that you will farther make very particular Scrutiny into the Characters of your Men and if you shall find any more Suspicious ones among them, that you will immediately dismount them and order them to Head Quarters, the loss of a Worthless Soldier will occasion less regret when it is not accompanied with that of a Horse and Accoutrements. I am etc.32
[Note 32: The draft is in the writing of John Laurens.] 
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[Note 48: Charles Armand--Tuffin, Marquis de la Rouerie.] 

Head Qurs., Wilmington, September 2, 1777.

Sir: I have a complaint lodged against your Corps by a number of the reputable Inhabitants in the Neighbourhood of Elk.

As I find that your men cannot be restrained from committing Violences while in the Country, I desire you will immediately march them to this Town. I am &ca.

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Head Qurs., Wilmington,
½ past 8 O'Clock, September 2, 1777.

Sir: I am just favoured with yours of this Evening. I do not know where the sign of the Buck is, I therefore cannot say whether it will be proper for you to leave your present post to go and attack the party that is said to be thereabouts. If it is upon your left, as I suppose it is, it will be by no means proper, because while you were gone down, the Enemy might advance from Grey's Hill to Christeen and cut you off from us. Be careful to keep upon the left flank of the Enemy, for the Reasons given in my former of this day. I am etc.42
[Note 42: The draft is in the writing of Tench Tilghman.] 
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Wilmington, 8 O'Clock P.M., September 3, 1777.

Sir: I this minute returned to Head Quarters, where I found your favor of this date with the Resolves respecting Genl. Sullivan and Colo Richardson's Battalion.

I had conversed with General Sullivan upon the Subject and observed to him, that it was necessary an inquiry should be had relative to the Affair of Staten Island, as his conduct was censured and much dissatisfaction prevailed. He was sensible of the propriety of the measure and expressed a desire that it should take place, provided he could have the benefit of Genl Smallwoods Testimony, who was on the expedition. [Unfortunately] That Gentleman happens, at this time, to be in Maryland which must necessarily delay the inquiry, unless some mode can be agreed upon for obtaining his Sentiments upon the matter.57
[Note 57: Sullivan's expedition against Staten Island had miscarried, and rumors had circulated to his disadvantage. Congress directed Washington to appoint a court of inquiry, which acquitted Sullivan with honor. His letter to Washington, dated Aug. 24, 1777, giving an account of the expedition, is in the Washington Papers.] 

This morning the Enemy came out with considerable force and three pieces of Artillery, against our Light advanced Corps, and after some pretty smart skirmishing obliged them to retreat, being far inferior to them in number and without Cannon. The loss on either side is not yet ascertain'd. Ours, tho' not exactly known is not very considerable; Their's, we have reason to believe, was much greater, as some of our parties composed of expert Marksmen, had opportunities of giving them several close, well directed Fires, more particularly in one instance, when a body of Riflemen formed a kind of Ambuscade. They advanced about two Miles this side of Iron Hill, and then withdrew to that place, leaving a Picket at Couch's Mill about a Mile in front. Our parties now lie at White Clay Creek, except the advanced Pickets, which are at Christiana Bridge.

On Monday a large Detachment of the Enemy landed at Cecil Court House and this Morning I had advice of their having advanced on the New Castle Road, as far as Carson's Tavern. Parties of Horse were sent out to reconnoitre them, which went Three Miles beyond the Red Lion, but could neither see nor hear of them, Whence I conjecture, they filed off by a Road to their left and fell in with their Main body. The design of the Movement this Morning, seems to have been to disperse our Light Troops, which had been troublesome to them and to gain possession of Iron Hill, to establish a post most probably for covering their Retreat in case of accidents. I have the honor etc.58
[Note 58: In the writing of Robert Hanson Harrison. The word in brackets is in the draft and not in the letter sent.] 
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Wilmington, September 4, 1777.

Sir: General Howe having arrived with his Army at the Head of Chesapeak Bay, with a design to push his Arms in this Quarter and particularly against Philadelphia, It is necessary to collect our whole force to oppose him. You will therefore, immediately on receipt of this, march such Companies of your Regiment, as are on the Eastern Shore, with all convenient expedition to the head of Sassafras, or such other place towards the Head of Elk or elsewhere, at which the Eastern Shore Militia may be collected, and join and cooperate with them, in such measures as may be necessary for annoying and harrassing the Enemy. And you will receive and obey such Orders, as the Commanding Officer of them, if your superior, shall judge proper to give from time to time.

I need not upon this occasion urge dispatch, the necessity it is evident, and known to all. I am etc.63
[Note 63: The draft is in the writing of Robert Hanson Harrison.] 
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Head Qurs., Wilmington, September 5, 1777.

Sir: Since I did myself the honor of writing to you the Night before last, the Enemy have remained intirely quiet. A person who came express from General Rodney,71 informs me, that the Enemy's Shipping fell down from Cecil Court House on Tuesday last, but how low he does not know. I have desired Genl Rodney to enquire into this matter and if it be true, to send persons along the Bay Shore to see where they lay. Genl Maxwell who is just come up from the Lines, confirms the account of the 

[Note 71: Brig. Gen. Caesar Rodney, of the Delaware Militia.] Shipping having fallen down Elk; but it is thought, with an intent of going up the other Arm of the Bay, for the convenience of Watering near the Mouth of Susquehannah. I have the honor etc.

P.S. We have not been able to ascertain the Enemy's loss in the late Action72 by any other way, than by a Woman that came from their Camp yesterday, she says she saw Nine Waggon loads of Wounded. I think this probable because we had about forty killed and wounded, and as our Men were thinly posted they must have done more damage upon a close Body, than they received.73
[Note 72: The skirmish at Iron Hill, Del. (See Washington's letter to the President of Congress, Sept. 3, 1777, ante.)] 

[Note 73: In the writing of Tench Tilghman.] 
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Head Qurs., Wilmington, September 5, 1777.

Sir: Yours of Yesterday reached me last night. I hope, as the Enemy have moved further towards the Head of Elk, that the New Castle Militia will find an Opportunity of joining you with safety. I last night sent an Express to Colo. Richardson of the 5th. Maryland Battalion to march up from Lewis Town and join you, but as there is a possibility that the Letter may have miscarried, I inclose you a duplicate, which I beg you will be kind enough to forward to him. For the present you can do no more than keep scouts and patroles towards the Enemy to watch their motions, but as soon as you are joined by more force from this State, by the Militia of the Eastern Shore of Maryland, and by Richardson's Battalion, I would have you move as near the Enemy as you can with safety, that you may, if they move on towards Philadelphia, get between them and their Shipping and cut off their Communication with them or at least render it difficult. You will endeavour to check any parties that the Enemy may send out to collect Horses, Cattle or Forage; and give me intelligence of any occurrences that may come to your knowledge. I am &ca.

P.S. The light Horseman who brought your letter, informs me that the Enemy's Shipping all fell down from Cecil Court House last Tuesday and were out of sight; be pleased to inform me whether this be true, and if it is, endeavour to find out how low they have fallen down. If you advance towards the Enemy always keep your Baggage well in your Rear that you may not be incumbered by it.68
[Note 68: The draft is in the writing of Caleb Gibbs; the P.S. is in that of Tench Tilghman.] 
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New Port, September 7, 1777.

Sir: His Excellency being out reconnoitring and busily engaged in the Affairs of the Army, I have the honor to acknowledge his receipt of your Letter of the 6th with the Resolutions inclosed, which came to hand yesterday Afternoon.

In respect to the Militia requested of Jersey, His Excellency is doubtfull whether they can be obtained; For Governor Livingston, by a late Letter, informed him, that he had no expectation, that more than Three Hundred of the Thousand called for to garrison the posts in the Highlands, would march, notwithstanding he had Issued Orders for that purpose; And, that three Weeks would probably elapse, before that Number went. If the requisition can be complied with, he has no doubt of Genl. Dickenson's exertions and is satisfied of the propriety of appointing him to the Command. This, he imagines, would have follewed of course, as he is Major General of all the Militia in the State, and has given ample testimony as well of his capacity, as of his firmness and bravery.

By deserters and other intelligence, His ExcelIcy. was informed last night, that the Enemy's whole force left Elk yesterday, and advanced on the Road towards Christiana. The Deserters added, that they had disincumbered themselves of all their Tents and Baggage and had them back and reimbark'd them. All their Ships, except two or three, which are Ships of War are said to have fallen down the Bay below the Mouth of Sassafras. We have had no information to day, of any further movement and I beleive their Main Body lies about Iron Hill. I have the honor etc.

P.S. The deserters said, they had destroyed a good deal of the Corn &c. they found in Store.87
[Note 87: This letter is signed "Robt. H. Harrison," and the text is in his handwriting.] 
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Head Qurs., Wilmington, September 7, 1777.

Dear Sir: I am to acknowledge the receipt of your favours of the 13th. and 20th. August. I should have answered the former before this time, but as I received it upon my march to this place, I had not an opportunity of doing it sooner.

As the expedition to St. Johns was set on foot by order of Congress, you should apply to them for directions about the payment of the Officers for the time they were engaged in that Service. I do not know any thing of the terms on which they set out and therefore cannot properly give order in the matter.

If you will send a list of the Officers of Henley's Lee's and Jackson's Regiments82 with the exact times of their appointments, I will have their Commissions forwarded to them. After Capt. Trescot83 was disappointed of a Majority, by Cornel's84 Regiment falling thro', he agreed to accept of the eldest Captaincy in Henley's Regiment, by which means he would get the Majority whenever a Vacancy should happen. More than this I cannot do; for if the Custom of granting Brevets is once introduced into the Army, there will be no end to applications for them.

[Note 82: Cols. David Henley, William R. Lee, and Henry Jackson's Additional Continental regiments.] 

[Note 83: Capt. Lemuel Trescott, of the Sixth Continental Infantry, and Henley's Additional Continental regiment. He was major of same regiment in May, 1778; transferred to Jackson's Additional Continental regiment (designated the Sixteenth Massachusetts Regiment in July, 1780) in April, 1779; transferred to the Ninth Massachusetts Regiment January, 1781; to the Seventh Massachusetts Regiment in January, 1783; to the Fourth Massachusetts Regiment in June, 1783; served to November of that year.] 

[Note 84: Ezeklel Cornell, brigadier general of Rhode Island Militia. He was to have commanded an Additional Continental regiment; inspector in the Continental Army in September, 1782; served to close of the war.] 

If the intrenching Tools that came in the Amphitrite are of so ordinary a quality the expence of removing them to Springfield will be more than their Value, you had therefore better have them carried for the present to some place in the Neighbourhood of Boston. The Grenades may be also left.

Since General Howe's debarkation in Elk River he has moved on about Seven Miles, his main Body now lays at Iron Hill and ours near a Village called Newport.85 In this position the Armies are from eight to ten miles apart. It is yet very uncertain what Genl. Howe's plan of operations will be. Some imagine that he will extend himself from the Head Waters of Chesapeak 

[Note 85: Newport in three or four miles southwest of Wilmington, Del.] to Delaware and by these means not only cut off the Counties on the Eastern Shore of Maryland and two of those belonging to the Delaware State from affording us any assistance, but will secure the Horses, Cattle and Forage, of which there are considerable quantities in that Country. This in my opinion, considering how far the Campaign is already advanced, would take up more time than he could spare. For supposing him able to form such an extension, he would be full as far from Philadelphia as he is at present, and he would be subject to an attack upon some part of his line which from its length could not be properly supported. A few days past he advanced two or three Miles forward, during which there was pretty sharp skirmishing between our light Troops and his Van. We had about forty killed and wounded, and I imagine the Enemy had considerably more, as ours were thinly posted behind cover, and they were in Column. I am &ca.86
[Note 86: The draft is in the writing of Tench Tilghman.
On September 7 Tilghman wrote to Brig. Gen. Caesar Rodney, by direction of Washington, requesting him to move nearer to the enemy and fall on his rear should he move toward the Continental forces: "I hope, if any Spirit of disaffection should appear below, that it will soon be checked by making a severe example of the Ringleaders."
Robert Hanson Harrison wrote to Capt. William Barnet, of the Second Continental Dragoons: "It is General Washington's most positive and peremptory order, that immediately after receipt of this, you repair to His Head Quarters, with all the Men, Horses and Accoutrements under your direction; belonging to the United States. This you are to comply with, without the least possible delay, on pain of being tried and dismissed the service for disobedience of orders."] 
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6 Miles from Wilmington, September 9, 1777.

Sir: The Enemy advanced Yesterday, with a seeming intention of attacking us at our post near New port. We waited for them the whole day, but in the Evening they halted at a Place called Mill Town about two Miles from us. Upon reconnoitring their Situation, it appeared probable, that they only meant to amuse us in front, while their real intent was to march by our Right and by suddenly passing the Brandywine and gaining the heights on the North side of that River, get between us and Philadelphia and cut us off from that City. To prevent this it was judged expedient to change our position immediately, the Army accordingly marched at two O'Clock this Morning and will take post this Evening on the High Grounds near Chad's Ford. We have heard nothing circumstantial of the Enemy this day; when I do, I shall immediately transmit you an account. I have &ca.89
[Note 89: In the writing of Tench Tilghman.] 

