Notes from Scharf

Chapter XLVII

CHRISTIANA.— This village, formerly called Christiana Bridge, is situated in the eastern part of White Clay Creek Hundred. The excellent advantages of location, being situated on Christiana Creek, at the head of tide-water navigation, as well as on the main road leading from Philadelphia to Baltimore, were conducive to its early settlement. Warrants and patents for land on the site of the present village were granted over two hundred years ago and settlements made. The village grew slowly, and in 1737 there were ten dwellings here. At this time the business interests of the village were awakened, and Christiana Bridge was one of the principal markets for the products not only of the immediate vicinity, but also of the northeastern part of Cecil County, Maryland. The produce was transported by boat from here to Philadelphia. The village was the meeting place of several commissions previous to the Revolutionary War. The one in 1764, appointed to make a new survey of the twelve-mile circle, which was accomplished shortly afterwards. The other, in 1766, composed of commissioners from Maryland and Delaware, who were appointed to decide upon the boundary line between these two provinces. The commission agreed, and the line was surveyed and located at a later period. During the blockade of the ports in the Revolutionary War, provisions and other merchandise were carried from Philadelphia to Baltimore in the following manner: from Philadelphia to Christiana Bridge by boat; from this place they were conveyed overland to Elkton, and thence by packets to Baltimore. In 1781 General Lafayette, with twelve hundred troops en route from Trenton to Elkton, landed at Christiana Bridge, and thence proceeded on foot to Elkton. The expedition was against Benedict Arnold, who was devastating the land along the Chesapeake Bay. In 1785 Levi, Henry and Jacob Hollingsworth, with several others, established a line of "Stage Boats" to ply between Philadelphia and Christiana. By these, large shipments of flour were made, which were brought to this village for transportation by the millers on the White Clay and Christiana Creeks and the Elk River. The shipping industry thus commenced, increased, and in the early part of the present century four packets ran semi-weekly to Philadelphia. The owners of wharves at this time were Levi Hollingsworth, Sylvester Welsh, Levi Adams and Solomon Maxwell. Considerable bnstle and confusion attended the loading and unloading of a packet, and the street by the wharves was lined with conveyances. In 1830 the village was in a flourishing condition, and numbered as many inhabitants as at present. The construction of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad, a few miles distant, dealt a blow to the shipping industry of Christiana and to the village itself. Another, and, in many cases, more convenient method of transportation, was open to the public, and shipping gradually declined, until at present only an occasional boat is floated by the tide to and from Philadelphia. The Levi Hollingsworth wharf is now owned by A.C. Weber & Bro., and is the only one in use. Several efforts have been made to procure railroad communications with the village, but in vain. Christiana at present contains two churches, a school-house, a post-office, two blacksmith shops, and about four hundred inhabitants. The merchants of the town are A.C. Webber & Bro., Wier & Marshall, Benjamin Peters and James H. Smalley.
LAND HISTORY ---  On August 16, 1682, "Northampton," a tract of two hundred acres, was surveyed. This tract was bounded on the south by the main run of the Christiana Creek. Also a tract of seventy-four acres, on the north side of the Christiana, called "Eagles Point," which was surveyed December 8, 1683. Both of these tracts were owned by John Ogle. John Ogle settled in this country about 1667, and lived for a time at New Castle. He purchased large tracts of land in different parts of the county, and for several years resided on "Swart Neuten Island," later-known as "Lewden Island," which is in Christiana Creek and New Castle Hundred. He also purchased other land on White Clay Creek, lying in Mill Creek Hundred, containing four hundred and thirty acres, which were surveyed October 14, 1683. The property of John Ogle was inherited by his sons, Thomas and John. On July 28, 1739, Thomas procured seven hundred and ninety acres, lying on the northwest side of Christiana Creek. On October 18, 1739, he took out a warrant for a tract of land containing seven hundred and forty acres, west of the land above mentioned, and extending nearly as far west as Newark. He settled at the place now known as Ogletown, which place bore that name before 1667, as in that year a road was laid out from Ogletown to Elk River. Thomas Ogle made his will January 26, 1768, and died in 1773, and is buried in a private burying-ground, near Ogletown. Several children survived him, of whom a daughter, Mary, married Dr. William McMechen. Dr. McMechen resided at Christiana Bridge, on the Dr. Reese Jones lot, which was inherited by his wife from her father’s estate. The grist-mill, saw-mill and appurtenances, and all land lying on the fork of the road leading from Ogletown to Elk River and Newark, was devised to his sons, Robert, Joseph, James Howard and Benjamin, and was divided among them by an Act of partition. James Ogle resided on the homestead, at Ogletown, and Joseph and Benjamin near by, on parts of the farm land apportioned to them.
Thomas Ogle, of Wilmington, and Benjamin N. Ogle, of Delaware City, are sons of Howard, and grandsons of Benjamin Ogle. Catharine Ogle, another daughter of Thomas Ogle, of Ogletown, became the wife of Peter Lamoyne, and inherited two hundred acres from her father. This was sold in 1784, by her and her husband, as follows: Sixty-four acres, July 8, to Wiltiam McClay, who, August 12, of the same year, sold the same to James and John Black; twenty acres, July 28, to Solomon Maxwell; July 23, ten acres to John Hall, tobacconist; ten acres, July 28, to John Hannah; five acres, August 7, to James Couper; eleven acres, August 19, to Robert Porter, merchant; ten acres, August 19, to George Wirt, inn-keeper; August 7, lot to James Caldwell, butcher; and August 12, lot to John Palmer, cooper. This land was probably in and near Christiana Village.
The entire estate has passed out of the hands of the Ogles. The other son of John Ogle, also named John, on March 16, 1696, purchased a tract of seventy-five acres, at Christiana Bridge. On the same day he sold three hundred acres, at White Clay Creek, to John Crawford, who on the same date bought a plantation on St. George’s Creek, of Edward Gibbs, High Sheriff. On August 15, 1699, Ogle purchased of Joseph Clayton, four hundred and forty-four acres of land, at White Clay Creek. On January 10, 1684, a warrant was granted to Broer Sinnex or Sinnexen, for three hundred acres of land called "Water Land" lying on both sides of White Clay Creek, above Dividing Run Creek. He also owned a tract called "Middleburgh," on north-side of Christiana Creek, obtained on same date as above. It extended to Mill Creek, and contained sixty acres of swamp, and four hundred and forty-five acres of forest land. This land is probably part of the territory on which Christiana is located.
On August 19, 1707, two hundred and fifty acres of land, the property of Joseph Moore, was sold by Colonel John French, sheriff, and purchased by John Steel, who came from Ireland and settled at Philadelphia. John Steel purchased other lands in White Clay Creek Hundred which, at his death, passed into the hands of his son James. Most of this land was inherited respectively by Alexander, Allen, Thomas, and is now owned by James T. Steel. Reese Jones, sometimes mentioned as a tanner and at other times as a doctor, was the owner of considerable property in this hundred. In 1737 he owned a tract of land, near Christiana Village, in the forks of a road that separated at the end of the village. One part extended from the town toward Conestoga, and the other towards Battells Mills (now Platt & Elkinton) and the Welsh tract. On November 19, 1739, he purchased a tract containing two hundred and forty-eight acres of patent land, and forty acres of warrant land, which had been successively owned by Daniel James, Allen Dunlap, Melchior Rogers, Reynold Howell, and Catharine Leoline. He also purchased a tract of one hundred acres, which was warranted to Alexander Fraime, July 26, 1715, and surveyed December 24, 1739. Dr. Jones also owned other land in this and Pencader Hundred. Rev. George Gillespie, pastor of head of Christiana Church, purchased from John Ogle, March 17, 1715, a tract of land containing forty-one acres, which was part of a larger tract patented to Ogle, October 26, 1702. He also purchased, on the 15th of May 1728, one hundred acres, which was part of five hundred acres surveyed to John Ogle, and by him sold to Morgan Patten, January 23, 1702. On the 2d of August 1710 Patten sold to Geo. Polley, who, on August 7, 1713, conveyed to Nicholas Mears, from whom Gillespie purchased. These and other tracts, afterwards purchased, were inherited by his children— Samuel, George, Elizabeth and Agnes. The forty-one acre tract, above mentioned, was part of the land owned by Jonas Asken, who also sold one hundred and forty acres, called "Westminster," to John White, clerk of the Court at New Castle. By reason of a warrant granted to Samuel Allen, November 8, 1739, there was surveyed to him a tract of one hundred and ninety-four acres, lying on both sides of a road leading from Welsh Tract to Christiana, "including an improvement which by the best information I could get has been settled eighteen or twenty years." On October 18, 1739, a patent was granted by the proprietaries to Benjamin Gibbs for a tract of six hundred and sixty-eight acres, on the northeast side of Christiana Creek, five hundred of which were sold by Gibbs, in 1742, to Samuel Meteer. On August 25, 1767, four hundred and fifty-four acres of land in White Clay Creek Hundred was surveyed by John Stapler, deputy surveyor of New Castle County. This was divided among the following persons: James Simpson, two hundred and twenty-two acres; Neil Morrison, fifty acres; Allen Gillespie, forty-six acres; Samuel Wilson, sixteen acres; Paul Jaquets, one hundred and seven acres. These tracts passed through various hands until they became vested in the present owners, some by descent which are few and others by purchase.
ROADS.— Soon after the first settlers came into this hundred roads became a necessity and were constructed. The date of the construction of the earliest roads there is no way of ascertaining. The records show that in 1723 a road was laid out "from the head of Elk to New Castle and Christine Bridge," and that previous to this the New Munster Road had been located, and that it ran near the present site of Newark. In May, 1765, the report of the commissioners appointed to view a road from Newark towards Lancaster was confirmed. The return contains the following clause: "We went upon the sd road and viewed it, and Layd out the same by Courses and Distances in a general way, as the old road now is only staitening several courses of the same." That the road from Ogletown to the head of Elk River was constructed previous to 1774 is obvious from the fact that in that year a petition was made to have some parts of it altered, which petition was granted.

On March 5, 1812, the Levy Court ordered a stone arch bridge to be built at Christiana at a cost of $1200. The contract was awarded September 1, of the same year to Thos. Justis, of Mill Creek Hundred. On February 1, 1813, a Turnpike Company, which proposed opening a road from the New Castle Turnpike to the Maryland line, through the villages of Christiana and New Castle, was incorporated. In March 1832, the report of the commissioners appointed to view a road from Ogletown to A.K. Russel’s meeting-house, via. England’s mill, was approved. In February 1834, the bridge over White Clay Creek at Price’s mill, which was commenced in 1833, was completed at a cost of $1642.86. At various other times and from other locations roads have been constructed and altered and bridges built, until at the present time the roads are numerous and in first-class condition, and the streams spanned with neat and durable bridges.

RELIGIOUS MATTERS --- Christiana Presbyterian Church.— This church was organized at some period between the years 1730 and 1738. In the latter year a site for the erection of a church was secured, and the building was completed, in 1745. Rev. Charles Tennent commenced his pastorate here at the organization of the church, and remained until 1756. This church was under one pastoral charge with that of New Castle from 1757 until 1828. Revs. Daniel Thom, Morgan, Kirkpatrick, Joseph Montgomery and others filled the pulpit until 1777. From this time to 1791 there was no minister in charge. Rev. Samuel Barr officiated from that year until 1796. From 1800 to 1828 the church was served by Revs. John E. Latta and Joshua N. Danforth. The union of Christiana and New Castle churches, which had existed for seventy years, was now dissolved. Since that time the pulpit has been filled by Revs. Morris Williamson, Carpenter, Crosby, Samuel Bell, Nicholas Patterson, W.R. Work, J. Barr, George Foote, J. Elliott, V.D. Collins, W.A. Crawford, J.H. Beal, David Kennedy, William D. Mackey, Robert Graham and A.J. Snyder. The present church is a neat brick building, 60x40, and was erected under the pastorate of Rev. George Foote. The corner-stone was laid September 8, 1857, and the house was dedicated June 8, 1858, by Rev. J. Jenkins, at that time pastor of Calvary Church, Philadelphia. During the past three years the church has not been in a prosperous condition, and has had no regular pastor.

Christiana M.E. Church.— In 1830 the Methodists in and around Christiana village purchased a frame house formerly used as a store, and moved it to the location on which the present church stands. This was furnished and used for divine worship until 1857. When the church was organized there were about forty members. To this number were added new members, and in 1855 the membership was doubled. In 1857 a new brick church was built at a cost of $4000. During the past few years many Methodists have removed, and at present there are thirty-five members. The following ministers have been stationed here:

Rev. James B. Ayres.
Rev. George W. Burke.

Rev. John Bayne.
Rev. D.F. Waddell.

Rev. Christopher Crouch.
Rev. George Crozier.

Rev. Stephen Townsend.
Rev. Joseph Aspril.

Rev. Michael E. Day.
Rev. William M. Green.

Rev. Benj. T. String.
Rev. Henry Sanderson.

Rev. Valentine Gray.
Rev. Joseph Dare.

Rev. Josiah Kidney.
Rev. Edward Davls.

Christiana Bridge Meeting House (Friends). In 1772 a committee appointed to meet with the Friends at Christiana Bridge reported in favor of a meeting being established among them. In pursuance of this report it was decided to allow meetings for worship to be held there on the first and fourth days of every week at the house of Hannah Lewden.
HOTELS.— The only hotels in this hundred outside of Newark are situated in Christiana. These are managed in a proper manner, and afford excellent accommodations. For about seventy-five years previous to 1870 there was also a tavern at Ogletown, one of the first proprietors of which was Jehu Hopper. This was last kept by a Mr. Willey, in the year above mentioned, when it was converted into a store, which is now in possession of Levi Ruth.

The Christiana Hotel was opened at an early date, which cannot be definitely ascertained. Shortly after 1800 the hotel was owned and managed by David Armstrong. The tavern is a brick building, and is still standing. It has been conducted respectively by Nathaniel Wolfe, Joseph Eccles, Thomas Laymond, Richard Wright, James Stroup, Frank Bradley, Philip Marvel, Stephen Stradley, James King and W.B. Currinder, the present proprietor.

The Shannon Hotel, so called, after William Shannon, a famous caterer, in the latter part of the eighteenth century, was built previous to the Revolutionary War. In this hotel tradition says that General Washington, while on a journey to Philadelphia, dined here. In 1797, William Shannon obtained a license, and the record of it shows that he kept the hotel previous to this date. Under his management the reputation of the hotel was very good, and persons traveling within twenty-five miles of it would go there to take a meal or spend the night with him. It was next conducted by Isaac Price. He was succeeded by David Armstrong. James Adams, William Simpson and John Allen, by whom it was converted into a store in 1855. The hotel was reopened, and is now owned by John Mealy.

Christiana Lodge, No. 9, I.O.G.T., is located at Christiana. It was organized in 1885, and numbered sixteen members. Since its institution the lodge has been in a prosperous condition and constantly increasing in number, and at present there are fifty members. The officers at the present time are as follows: James R. Vincent, W.C.T.; Alice Appleby, V.T.; James T. Scott, P.W.C.T.; Mrs. McCrea, Secretary; John Whiteman, R.S.; Jane Morrison, Treasurer; David Appleby, D.; Clarence King, M.
