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Letters of Delegates to Congress: Volume 1 AUGUST 1774 - AUGUST 1775
Silas Deane to Elizabeth Deane 

Tuesday June 6th. 1775 After Finishing the inclosed on Saturday and missing the Conveyance, I took up my Horses and in Co[mpany] with Col. Dyer, Father Cushing & Mr. J Adams made an excursion as farr as Wilmington in the lower Counties, Twenty Eight Miles from This place down the Delaware. Unfortunately the Rain (which I hope you have had plenty of) prevented Our viewing critically as I could wish this Charming Country, which is hardly exceeded, by my beloved Standard, Connecticut River. Wilmington is situate on a Small River Called Christiern, running to the South of it through a rich, beautiful, & extensive meadow. This little River is Navigable up about Two Miles above the Town, to a Bridge called the Christiana, and empties into the D[elaware] about Three Miles below, or to the East of the Town, thro' one immense body of [fine] Meadows, in which there is scarce a Single Tree, to intercept the view of every Vessel sailing up and down the Delaware, become very wide at this place. The Town is compact has as many houses as Hartford, descends Towards the River Christiern, & the Meadows East in much the Same manner, is well built with Brick, has Two Presbyterian, one Quaker, & one Swedish Church in it, and the Quantities of Flour manufactured there would render it a large place were it not Too much in the shade of Philadelphia, to which they shipp all that Article, at least Forty Miles by Water, to be reshipp'd by the Merchants there. To give You an Idea of the greatness of this Business, a Gentleman at Wilmington told Me, that one Coaster carried Annually Thirty Thousand Barrels to Philadelphia. How many such they have I know not, but their Mills are thick as a little Town, and large as Meeting houses, larger indeed, than Most. We returned on Yesterday, thro' the rain which has prevented their review for the present.
This instant, I have a Letter from Brother Barn[aba]s at Albany & from Col. Porter of the 1st Instant, by which I hope matters will go right at Last. The Congress are Now out on Committees, by which I hoped for Leisure but am forced on one of them, from which I have slipp'd a Minute, to write this Morning, having [sat] up with them, allmost the whole of last [nig]ht on the Business. Hope soon to be able [to] give the public an agreeable Acct of Our proceedings, and alleviate, the Fears & distresses of Our parsimonious Senators, by exhibiting to Them, Specimens of Continental Firmness, Union, & spirit, on the present Occassion. I am my Dear as ever Your's, &c
S. D.

[P.S.] The affair at Hogg & Noddle Islands coming on the back of the expedition to Grape Island gives Our people a high Character here (1)


Journals of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789
SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 1776

Resolved, That the treasurers be directed, with all expedition, to send a trusty person with £1,000, in continental money, to Samuel Patterson, Esqr. near Christiana Bridge and receive in exchange for the same so much in silver and gold.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday next.2
Letters of Delegates to Congress: Volume: 3 January 1, 1776 - May 15, 1776
the Maryland Council of Safety 

Gent. Phila. 20 March 1776 
On the Arrival of Capt Tibbit, we engaged a Boat, on Board of which was shipped the Powder & Arms, together with one Ton of Powder advanced by Congress & 1875lbs returned by Congress for the Quantity borrowed by Col Harrison. This Boat went to Christiana Bridge, from whence the powder was sent to Balt. in Waggons. (1) Of this Transaction, We advised you by the Return of the Express, that brought the Intelligence of the Otter & her Tenders arrival in Patapsco. The Qty of Powder that was private Property in Tibbit, was very small, part of it was owned by a Gent. in Accomack County in Virginia, the Residue about 6 or 8 q[uarte]r Casks, Mr Bowley informs us, is the Property of Gentn. in Balt. to whom it was sent. Powder is an Article, that cannot be purchased in this City. Mr. Johnson had a Sum of Money lodged in his Hands by Col Hollingsworth of Cecil County, to purchase a small Qty of powder for that County, the Money being raised by Subscription for that Purpose. This he could not accomplish; and at the pressing Instance of that City We procured from Congress 5 Barrels, which is sent down. The Demand from the Eastward being very great, and our Magazine almost empty, prevents our making any further Application. 
We are with Respect, Gent., Yr. Hble Servts,
R. Alexander for self & Colleagues

RC (MdAA). In the hand of Robert Alexander. 
1 See Maryland Delegates to Henry Hollingsworth, March 9, 1776. 

Journals of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789
MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1776

Resolved, That 800 dollars be advanced to Colonel L. Cadwallader, for the use of the men belonging to his batallion; he to be accountable:

That 800 dollars be advanced to Captain Doyle, for the use of his independent company; he to be accountable:

That 500 dollars be advanced to Robert Jewell, for which he is to be accountable:

That 5,333 1/3 dollars be advanced to the commissioners for Indian affairs in the middle department.

A letter, of the 1 December, from General Washington, was read,1 and referred to the Board of War, who are directed to communicate the contents to the council of safety of Pensylvania, and to take such measures, in consequence thereof, as they shall judge proper.

[Note 1: 1 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, folio 287.]

Captain Montgomery having offered his service, with that of his crew, as an artillery company, to the Continent,

Resolved, That they be taken into the service of the Continent for 2 months, unless sooner discharged.

That James Montgomery be appointed captain; Samuel Carson captain lieutenant, John Douglass, lieutenant, of said company:

That Mr. J. Mease be directed to advance one month's pay to Captain Montgomery's men, upon their inlistment, and that a like advance be made to the other companies of artillery:

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered to advance 20 dollars to each seaman who will enter to serve on board the Randolph, Captain Biddle, the same to be deducted out of their share of the prize money.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to give orders for ten or twelve covered wagons for the artillery; to be immediately purchased.

That the Board of War be directed to give order and to take measures for removing by water to Christiana &par;bridge&par;, the 2,000 barrels of beef, now under the care of Commissary Wharton.

Journals of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789
MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1776

A letter, of the 8, from General Washington; one, of the 22d November, from General Ward, enclosing one of the 9th of the same month, from General Gates; one of the 18 &par;of the same month,&par; from G. Morgan, at Pittsburg; and a petition and remonstrance from the captains and subalterns of Colonel Mackay's batallion; and a letter, of the 17th November, from Lieutenant Colonel Wilson, of the said batallion; and a letter from John Avery, of Boston, 22d November, were read:1
[Note 1: 1 The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, folio 327. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), V, 71. The letter of Avery is in No. 65, I, folio 147.]

Also, a letter of the 25 November, from Colonel Moses Hazen, was read, and referred to the committee on the northern army.2
[Note 2: 2 Hazen's letter is in No. 78, XI, folio 105.]

Resolved, That another member be added to the said committee:

The member chosen, Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee.

The Indians, being introduced, spoke to Congress, but having said nothing relative to matters between them and the United States, no notice was taken of it, and they withdrew.

Resolved, That the sum of £43 18 5 [=117.11 dollars] be paid to Colonel Haussegger, in full of his account for boards, &c. bought for the public service, and for his expences.

Resolved, That 1,000 dollars be advanced to Major Ottendorff, for the purpose of recruiting his companies; he to be accountable.

Resolved, That Houelmann Arnold be appointed a lieutenant of the company commanded by Major Ottendorf:

That 2,000 dollars be advanced to the delegates of New Jersey, for the public service; they to be accountable:3
[Note 3: 3 In margin is written "Countermanded, February 27, 1777."]

That 50,000 dollars be advanced to Mr. J. Mease, for the public service; he to be accountable.

That Mr. Risberg, the assistant quarter master in Philadelphia, be directed to send by water to Christiana 

bridge, the military stores sent from the army, there to be secured till farther orders.

That 5,000 dollars be advanced to Carpenter Wharton for the public service; he to be accountable.

Resolved, That the council of safety of Pensylvania be requested to give the continental officers, and all others, employed in removing the public stores from this city, whether by land or water, all the assistance in their power.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to prepare an address to the inhabitants of America, and a recommendation to the several states, to appoint a day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer:

The members, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee, and Mr. [Samuel] Adams.

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be empowered and directed to settle with and pay the arrears due to Colonel Hay's batallion of the flying camp.

Letters of Delegates to Congress: Volume 5 August 16, 1776 - December 31, 1776
Executive Committee to Thomas Fleming 

Sir December 27th 1776. We have just received your letter of the 27th instant to the Secretary of the Board of war and are glad to find your Regiment on their March this way; but we cannot conceive it necessary to Send tents or Arms to the Head of Elk, as the Troops can quarter in Houses on their March or may come by Water from Christiana Bridge. Arms are not necessary as there is no Enemy in the way. Blankets, Shoes and Stockings we will provide if possible under our present circumstances. 
Genl. Washington has Struck an unexpected Stroke at Trentown where he now reigns master. We hope to drive the Enemy out of New Jersey and if you haste up you'l come in for a Share of the Glory. Mr Benjamin Hogeland at Christianna Bridge will supply you with Two thousand dollars which you'l please to Send a proper officer to receive and give a Receipt for it.(1) The amount will be charged to your Account therefore you must render an Accot. of the expenditure of it. On Behalf of the Committee of Congress left in this City to transact Continental business, I am Sir, 

Your very hble Sert. Robt Morris


Letters of Delegates to Congress: Volume 5 August 16, 1776 - December 31, 1776
Robert Morris to Richard Henry Lee 

Dear Sir Philada. Decr. 29. 1776 I have now to acknowledge the Rect. of your second letter of the 24th Inst. continuing the quotation from your London letter of the 21st Septr. for which I am much obliged.(1) The papers of the Secret Committee are sent away with my [own] & are now under care of one of my Clerks at Christiana Bridge but I very well remember that the propriety & necessity of sorting the Tobacco's Shipped to Europe so as to suit the different Markets, struck me so forcibly that in one of the Committees letters to my Brother he was desired to employ proper persons to Inspect every Cargo that arrives & sort it in the manner I have mentioned. This you may [well?] remember if you think of it a little & [. . .] you'l see we have neither discovered ignorance nor inattention in this point. I shou'd have been glad you had mentioned the Gentns. Name that you wish to have joined with My Brother in this business. I shall readily Consent to every measure that tends to promote the Publick Good but it is necessary you will agree that I know who is to be joined to my Brother in a business of this kind, and if the Man meets my approbation there will be no difficulty in agreeing on the Measure. I wish the Secret Committee to buy the Ships you mention & hope they may be had reasonably. If the purchase is made there is Tobacco already bought to load them & I dont think you shou'd undertake any fresh purchases at this time because great Numbers of our People that had Continental Money on hand have gone down to buy Tobacco on the prospect of this City falling into the hands of the Enemy and I am fearfull they will raise prices. If we set up New purchases at this time it will assist in raising prices and if we remain quiet during the present alarm, we shall have an opportunity by & by of rebuying all the Tobacco now bought up on Speculation as none of the purchasers can export it & they will either grow tired or fearfull of keeping it long on hand. 
I have borrowed a good deal of Money here for the Service of the Secret Committee & must draw some orders on them to repay it, therefore you'l please to be prepared for these drafts and I shall Account for the Amount. 
You cannot conceive how I am vexed & mortifyed to find after the deal of pains & trouble I have taken that the Randolph Frigate is still at the Piers & Ice making in the River but the Officers of that Ship show great reluctance to go away without being compleatly manned & that is not possible. She might have been at Sea before now had they exerted themselves for that purpose but they have had constantly in view to wait for more Men. This has its foundation in a Noble principle which has hindered me from complaining to the Marine Committee, altho I have scolded the officers like a Gutter-Whore for their dilatoriness; they say they wish to Fight & not to run. I tell them they must run untill they can fight. 
There are a Number of Soldiers in the two New England Regiments now with Genl Washington whose time expire with this year & will not reinlist. They are chiefly Fishermen or Seafaring Peoples and I have wrote the General to prevail on all that will not Continue with him to come down here to Man our Frigates & they shall carry them home. I think [this] a good plan as we shall by that me[ans get] some of the Frigates Manned for [Sea] & before they carry the others home they may pick up Seamen from Prizes &c. I have little time but remain, Dr sir, Your Obedt hble servt. Robt Morris 

P.S. I have just seen Mr. David Franks. He says Doctr Lee & Arthur Lee Esqr. had quitted London.(2) 

RC (ViU).

1 Not found. 
2 Morris apparently forgot which of Lee's brothers was the doctor; he should have written "Doctor Lee & William Lee." 


Journals of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789
THURSDAY, JANUARY 2, 1777

The Committee of Secret Correspondence brought in the form of a commission to B. Franklin, commissioner to the court of France Spain, which was read, and after debate:

Resolved, that it be re-committed to a committee of three.

The members chosen, Mr.[Samuel] Chase, Mr.[James] Wilson, and Mr. [John] Adams.

A memorial from Thomas Irving, a prisoner of war now in Baltimore, was presented to Congress, and read, praying to be set at liberty, or &par;allowed&par; to proceed on his return to Carolina, agreeable to a permission granted him by Governor Trumbull:

Resolved, That Mr. Irving be permitted to proceed to South Carolina, under his present parole, to be, when he arrives there, under the direction of Governor Rutledge, or the executive power of that state.

Resolved, that the Board of War

The Secret Committee having informed Congress that the Lexington was arrived at the port of Baltimore, with a number of sailors prisoners and a French gentleman, who was come to offer his service to Congress, 

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to take into consideration the case of sailors taken prisoners, and report thereon to Congress:

That the French gentleman, arrived in the Lexington, be referred for examination to General Gates.1
[Note 1: 1 This was M. Guillaume de Luce, a lieutenant of dragoons in the French service. Gates's report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 154, I, folio 131.]

The Board of War, to whom the memorial of Colonel Antil was referred, brought in a report, which was taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That Colonel Samuel Patterson, at Christiana bridge, be authorized to muster such companies of Colonel Hazen's batallion as shall march by that place in their way to Philadelphia; and to deliver to such companies as many arms as they may have occasion for:

Letters of Delegates to Congress: Volume 6 January 1, 1777 - April 30, 1777
Benjamin Rush to Julia Rush 

My dear Julia, Baltimore Jany. 24. 1777. 
I had rode but a few miles before the badness of the roads, the difficulty of the ferry, and the lazyness of Diamond convinced me that you had acted very wisely in determining not to accompany me to Baltimore. But upon my arrival here I was thankful that you did not share with me in the trouble I met with in procuring tollerable lodgings. At present I am accommodated in a room lately occupied by Mr Sergeant which I must abandon as soon as he returns which will be in a few days. The rain which fell yesterday has rendered the Streets so very muddy that they are impassible to women. No ladies are seen abroad but in carriages. It will be eno' of the expence of living here to tell you that Mr. Middleton After keeping his family at a tavern for a while at the rate of £100.0.0 a week was obliged for want of agreeable accommodations to send them to Annapolis thirty miles from this place. I have been told since my arrival here that our Assembly intend to leave me out in the next appointment of delegates as a punishment for opposing their new government.(1) Welcome this storm of popular rage! I shall kiss the rod that Smites. I never was so weary of public life, & never languished more for the Sweets of domestic life than since I parted last from you. You wished me a great deal of pleasure and frolicking at Baltimore when you bid me farewell. Alas! my heart sickens at the sound of what is commonly called pleasure. In this State of banishment from home & you, the music of Coralli would serve only to encrease my melancholly. To exchange a whole house for a single room, to request instead of commanding when the most trifling favor is wanted, and above all to give up a most affectionate wife for the society of strangers. To lay aside freedom, ease, and unbounded confidence in conversation for constant restraint, and formality, are circumstances that illy agree with a man of my age & disposition. 
My brother (2) lodges in a tavern and perfectly harmonizes with me in complaining of Baltimore. My next letter I hope will be written in a better humor, and contain an agreeable acct. of the people to make up for the badness of the place. They are said to be very kind to strangers. 
Adieu my dear girl. Much love to Mrs. Montgomery & the family. Leave your letters to me at Dowdle's tavern at Christiana bridge and they will come safely by the post. 

Yours-yours-my dear Julia.


RC (MdHi: Middendorf deposit, 1972). 
1 On February 5, 1777, the Pennsylvania Assembly named Benjamin Franklin, William Moore, Robert Morris, Daniel Roberdeau, and Jonathan Bayard Smith to represent the state in Congress, only Franklin and Morris being reappointed from the previous delegation. Because Franklin was in France and Morris had remained at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania would soon be unrepresented in Congress, as only Rush and James Wilson had been attending at Baltimore. The Assembly's aim is not clear, but when Moore declined to serve, pressure to enlarge the delegation increased, and George Clymer and James Wilson were reappointed to new terms on February 22. See Journals and Proceedings of the General Assembly of the Common-Wealth of Pennsylvania (Philadelphia: John Dunlap, 1777), pp. 21, 22, 27, 30. 
2 Jacob Rush. 

Journals of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789
FRIDAY, AUGUST 22, 1777

Five o'clock, p. m.

Resolved, That Ludowic Sprogle be empowered and directed to muster the militia of Pensylvania instead of the deputy muster master general, whose indisposition prevents his performing that service.

&par;The committee appointed to prepare a resolution for calling forth the militia, brought in a report, which was taken into consideration; Whereupon,&par;

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the State of Maryland, immediately to call out not less 2,000 select militia, to repel the expected invasion by the enemy of the states of Pensylvania, Delaware and Maryland; 

that 1,250 of the militia on the Western shore of Maryland, repair, as soon as possible, to Baltimore and Harford towns; that 750 of the militia on the Eastern shore, repair as soon as possible to Georgetown, on Sassafras, there to wait the directions of General Washington:

That the State of Pensylvania be requested to keep up 4,000 of their militia to assist in repelling the threatened invasion of the enemy by the way of Chesapeake and Delaware bays; that these rendezvous at Lancaster, Downing-town and Chester, as the council of the said State shall direct, and that they be subject to the orders of General Washington:

That the State of Delaware be requested to call out 1,000 of their militia to rendezvous at New Port and Christiana Bridge, there to wait the orders of General Washington:

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

[Note 7: Of a Delaware Militia regiment.] 

Wilmington, August 27, 1777.

Sir: After the men of your own, Colo. Hunters and Colo. Udree's8 Battalions have refreshed themselves you are to march them to Christiana Bridge and there halt till further orders.

[Note 8: Col. Daniel Udree, of the Pennsylvania Militia.] 

You are to get your Men as well covered, as the Situation of the place will admit of, and always keep them near their quarters, that they may be ready to move at a moments warning.

As most of the Men in this County have left their families at home and turned out in a spirited manner in defence of their Country, it is hoped that the Troops under your command will not in the least injure their property, by destroying their Fences, Corn, or Fruit. I am &ca.

P.S. Your Ammunition is to be inspected, to see if injured by the Rain, and the Arms kept in good order.9
[Note 9: The draft is in the writing of Tench Tilghman.] 

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Wilmington, 8 O'Clock P.M., September 3, 1777.

Sir: I this minute returned to Head Quarters, where I found your favor of this date with the Resolves respecting Genl. Sullivan and Colo Richardson's Battalion.

I had conversed with General Sullivan upon the Subject and observed to him, that it was necessary an inquiry should be had relative to the Affair of Staten Island, as his conduct was censured and much dissatisfaction prevailed. He was sensible of the propriety of the measure and expressed a desire that it should take place, provided he could have the benefit of Genl Smallwoods Testimony, who was on the expedition. [Unfortunately] That Gentleman happens, at this time, to be in Maryland which must necessarily delay the inquiry, unless some mode can be agreed upon for obtaining his Sentiments upon the matter.57
[Note 57: Sullivan's expedition against Staten Island had miscarried, and rumors had circulated to his disadvantage. Congress directed Washington to appoint a court of inquiry, which acquitted Sullivan with honor. His letter to Washington, dated Aug. 24, 1777, giving an account of the expedition, is in the Washington Papers.] 

This morning the Enemy came out with considerable force and three pieces of Artillery, against our Light advanced Corps, and after some pretty smart skirmishing obliged them to retreat, being far inferior to them in number and without Cannon. The loss on either side is not yet ascertain'd. Ours, tho' not exactly known is not very considerable; Their's, we have reason to believe, was much greater, as some of our parties composed of expert Marksmen, had opportunities of giving them several close, well directed Fires, more particularly in one instance, when a body of Riflemen formed a kind of Ambuscade. They advanced about two Miles this side of Iron Hill, and then withdrew to that place, leaving a Picket at Couch's Mill about a Mile in front. Our parties now lie at White Clay Creek, except the advanced Pickets, which are at Christiana Bridge.

On Monday a large Detachment of the Enemy landed at Cecil Court House and this Morning I had advice of their having advanced on the New Castle Road, as far as Carson's Tavern. Parties of Horse were sent out to reconnoitre them, which went Three Miles beyond the Red Lion, but could neither see nor hear of them, Whence I conjecture, they filed off by a Road to their left and fell in with their Main body. The design of the Movement this Morning, seems to have been to disperse our Light Troops, which had been troublesome to them and to gain possession of Iron Hill, to establish a post most probably for covering their Retreat in case of accidents. I have the honor etc.58
[Note 58: In the writing of Robert Hanson Harrison. The word in brackets is in the draft and not in the letter sent.] 

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Head Qurs., Wilmington, September 3, 1777.

Sir: Yours of three O'Clock this morning I have received. I do not think you have much to fear from the party that has been sent over to Bohemia, who lie greatly to the Southward of you and too remote from where you now are, easily to injure you. It is imagined the design of their going there is to extend across from Bohemia River to Apoquiminy, by which means, they will prevent the Eastern Shore people from coming to our assistance, and will have the command of an extensive country to collect supplies in. But this is conjecture; and it is not impossible, they may attempt to throw a party in your Rear by way of Christiana bridge; though to do it, they must make a forced march of thirteen or fourteen Miles. As this however, is practicable enough, I would not wish to discourage the idea of your retiring to take possession of that bridge; where your left will be secured by Christiana Creek, and you will have nothing to fear except in front. My only objection to this is, that being so much farther off [from] the Enemy, you will have it the less in your power to watch and harrass them.

I wish you very much to have the situation of the Enemy critically reconnoitred, to know as exactly as possible how and where they lie, in what places they are approachable; where their several guards are stationed, and the strength of them; and every thing necessary to be known to enable us to judge, with precision, whether any advantage may be taken of their present divided State. No pains should be omitted to gain as much certainty, as can be had, in all these particulars. I am etc.

P.S. By a Gentleman just arrived at Head Quarters, I learn the Enemy from Bohemia have advanced some distance on the New Castle road, and were last night about to Miles from Christiana Bridge. This makes your retreat to that place advisable and necessary.56
[Note 56: The draft is in the writing of Alexander Hamilton.] 

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

New Port, September 7, 1777.

Sir: His Excellency being out reconnoitring and busily engaged in the Affairs of the Army, I have the honor to acknowledge his receipt of your Letter of the 6th with the Resolutions inclosed, which came to hand yesterday Afternoon.

In respect to the Militia requested of Jersey, His Excellency is doubtfull whether they can be obtained; For Governor Livingston, by a late Letter, informed him, that he had no expectation, that more than Three Hundred of the Thousand called for to garrison the posts in the Highlands, would march, notwithstanding he had Issued Orders for that purpose; And, that three Weeks would probably elapse, before that Number went. If the requisition can be complied with, he has no doubt of Genl. Dickenson's exertions and is satisfied of the propriety of appointing him to the Command. This, he imagines, would have follewed of course, as he is Major General of all the Militia in the State, and has given ample testimony as well of his capacity, as of his firmness and bravery.

By deserters and other intelligence, His ExcelIcy. was informed last night, that the Enemy's whole force left Elk yesterday, and advanced on the Road towards Christiana. The Deserters added, that they had disincumbered themselves of all their Tents and Baggage and had them back and reimbark'd them. All their Ships, except two or three, which are Ships of War are said to have fallen down the Bay below the Mouth of Sassafras. We have had no information to day, of any further movement and I beleive their Main Body lies about Iron Hill. I have the honor etc.

P.S. The deserters said, they had destroyed a good deal of the Corn &c. they found in Store.87
[Note 87: This letter is signed "Robt. H. Harrison," and the text is in his handwriting.] 

Letters of Delegates to Congress: Volume 7 May 1, 1777 - September 18, 1777
Samuel Chase to Thomas Johnson 


Dear Sir, Philada. Septr. 9th. 1777.Tuesday I have no letter from you by yesterdays Post. Mr. Lux informs me that you have regular and quick Intelligence from Head Quarters. We are in daily expectation of a Battle. Howe's whole army are on this side of Iron Hill, in three Divisions. Howes head-quarters are at Aitkens tavern, Cornwallis at Coaches Mill, and Kniphausen near Christiana Bridge. 
Mr. Rittenhouse has a claim against our state for 103 1/2 Dollars for the plates for printing our money. Shall I pay it? 
If the fleet is gone down our Bay, I think Annapolis and Baltimore will be safe this Year. 
My compliments to the Gentlemen of the Council. Your Affectionate and obedient Servt. Saml Chase 

P.S. An officer just from Camp informs the Enemy are advancing.(1)

Tr ( MdHi ) . 
1 The next day Chase sent Johnson another letter-under the dateline "Philada. Sept. 10. 1777. Wesday. P.M. I o'Clock"-which consisted of nothing but Washington's September 9 letter to President Hancock and a concluding sentence: "I have but a Moment & send You all the Intelligence in my Power." Etting Signers Collection, PHi. For Washington's letter, see Washington, Writings (Fitzpatrick), 9:197-98. 

Journals of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1777

A letter, of the 8, from General Washington, eight miles from Wilmington; one, of the 9, from Dr. Shippen, director general of the hospital; also, a return of sundries received from Christiana, seized by Colonel E. Blaine, deputy commissary general of purchases, for the use of the continental army, were read:2
[Note 2: 2 The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, v, folio 33. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), VI, 67.]

Ordered, That the letter from Dr. Shippen, and the return, be referred to the Board of Treasury.

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, which was taken into consideration; Whereupon,

Ordered, That there be advanced to Anthony Butler, agent to Major General Mifflin, quarter master general, agreeable to his application by letter to Congress, dated 

6th instant, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars for the use of his department, and for which he is to be accountable:

Ordered, That there be advanced to William Buchanan, Esqr. commissary general of purchases, one hundred thousand dollars for the use of his department, and for which he is to be accountable:

Ordered, That there be advanced to John Mackenzie, State prisoner, 20 dollars, to defray his travelling expences to Fredericktown, in Maryland, to which place he is ordered to repair by the Board of War.

Ordered, That there be advanced to Lieutenant Chevalier de la Colombe, for his pay as lieutenant from 1st December, 1776, to 1 September, instant, being nine months, the sum of 243 dollars, for which he is to be accountable:1
Letters of Delegates to Congress: Volume 7 May 1, 1777 - September 18, 1777
Samuel Chase to George Washington 

Dear Sir, Philada. Septr. 15. 1777 Mr. Buchanan, Commissary General of Purchases, informs Me this Morning, that he was at Christiana Bridge on Saturday Afternoon, that Colo. Gist was then there, with 400 Maryland Eastern Shore Militia, that he informed Mr. Buchanan he expected to be joined by 400 more in a few Days, that he had with him three Iron field pieces with 36 Artillerists, That he was informed by several, & by Colo. Gist that Brigadier Smallwood was at Nottingham on Saturday last with about 1000 Militia from the western Shore of Maryland, without any field Pieces. Colo. Gist informed Mr. Buchanan that by his Intelligence about 1000 British Troops entered Wilmington on Fryday Night & took full Possession of the Town and president McKinly before it was discovered they were in the Town.(1) 
General Rodney and Mr. John Dickenson was at Christeen with Colo. Gist. 
Mr Buchanan informs that Genl. Rodney had with him 150 of the Delaware State before he arrived at Christeen, but that so many of them deserted, that Genl. Rodney discharged the Remaining few. 
Colo. Gist further informed Mr. Buchanan that Genl. Rodney had wrote to you on Fryday last, giving an account of his and Colo. Gist situation, & sent the Letter by the usual Road & therefore fears it has fallen into the Enemies Hand If Mr. Howe is acquainted with the Circumstances of Colo. Gist, he may be in Danger. I am, Sir, with Regard & Respect, Your Affectionate and Obedt. Servant, 
Saml Chase
[P.S.] Colo. Richardson is sick in Sussex County. 

RC (DLC). 
1 For the capture of Delaware President John McKinly on September 13, and the difficulties encountered in obtaining his exchange for William Franklin, which was not effected until almost precisely one year later, see Gail S. Rowe, "The Travail of John McKinly, First President of Delaware," Delaware History 1 7 ( Spring-Summer 1976): 2 1-3 6.


Letters of Delegates to Congress: Volume 7 May 1, 1777 - September 18, 1777
James Duane to George Clinton 

Sir Philad. 16th Septr. 1777 I had the Honour to write to your Excellency Yesterday. Every moment is now become interesting and the Prospect of a general Engagement on which much depends cannot be contemplated without the utmost Anxiety. The British Army since the late bloody Engagement moves with the utmost Caution. They are now at Dilworth Town not far from the late field of Battle. Our main army about 12 miles distant from them stretches between the Enemy and the Sweeds ford on the Schuyl-kill. The Light Infantry under General Maxwell & 2000 Pensylvania militia are gone on some Enterprize I imagine in the rear of the Enemy. Col. Gest with about 700 Maryland militia lies at Christiana about Twelve miles above the Town of Wilmington, Genl Smallwood with about 1100 at Oxford 9 miles South of the field of Battle. There are other parties at different places. I suppose General Washington will soon bring on an Action to deprive General Howe of the Advantage of cooperating with his shipping for which he is very probably waiting; tho' the bloody battle of the Brandywine undoubtedly demanded for the Survivors some Repose. A few days will decide the Fortune of the two Generals, & probably the Fate of this City; so far as respects its being either consigned to Plunder, or delivered from that dreadfull Calamity: for that General Howe shoud be able to hold it with an Army of not 10,000 men when they left New York woud be too extraordinary to admit of serious Apprehension unless we can first be perswaded that the Patriotism and the promises of the Southern states were meer Puffs and Delusions. I look, Sir, to the North with the utmost solicitude. Pleasing as are the Prospects I await the important Event with the utmost Impatience. Good news from thence woud 
animate every Breast. Oh may it arrive, and arrive speedily! that my poor bleeding Countrymen, after all their severe Labours and sufferings, may enjoy Security and Repose. 
I have the pleasure to inform you that my worthy Colleague (1) has shaken off his billious Fever, and will I hope be soon able to attend Business. 
I have the Honour to be, with the utmost Respect, Sir, your Excellency's most obedt huml Servant, Jas Duane 

RC (NHi). 
1 William Duer. 

Letters of Delegates to Congress: Volume: 15 April 1, 1780 - August 31, 1780
Committee at Headquarters' Orders 

In Committee of Congress, for arranging the staff departments 
of the Army, retrenching public Expences, &c. April l9th. 1780.(1) 
Ordered, That the Commissary General of Issues, or his Deputy, 
in the middle district, be, and hereby are directed, on the first day
of May next, to abolish the Office of magazine keeper at the post of
Philadelphia and to discharge, from that service the following per- sons-Vizt.
No. 1. George Baker-keeper No. 2. John Sprout-Clk to
of the Magazine. Ditto.
No. 3. John Coleman. Asst. to 4 Casper Washman. Asst.
do. to Ditto.
5. Christian Stearly 6. Jno. Asmenger. Labr. to Laborer to do. Do.
7. Casper Stooble. 8. Philip Hoffman. do.do. Labourer to Do
9. Adam Custend. ditto 10. Jacob Benner. Ditto.
11. Max Neisett 12. Mathias Dulman. Ditto.
13. Jno. Hymer. Ditto. 14. Phillip Spillman, Ditto.
15. John Norton. Cooper. 16. Jno. Mouse. Cooper
17.JohnFaulkner. Cooper. 18. Georg Housen.porters
19. Jno. Jacob Butler Ditto Ditto.
And That the business lately done and transacted in that Office, be for the future transacted by the Assistant Commissary of Issues, who shall be allowed one additional Clerk, if necessary, to enable him to discharge the duties thereof. P. Schuyler 
Jno. Mathews
Copy Nathl Peabody 
In Committee of Congress, April 19. 1780. Ordered, That the Quarter Master General, or his deputy in the City of Philadelphia, do, on or before the 1st day of May next, discharge from the public service the following Persons employed under his direction in the City of Philadelphia-Vizt. 17 Carpenters-One Assistant store Keeper, One Assistant Barrack Master, and his Clerk and 4 Messengers, and that he do make return to the Committee of the names of the persons so discharged, and also of those retained in the service in the places beforementioned, We are &c.(2) 
P. Schuyler
Jno. Mathews 
copy Nathl. Peabody
Tr (DNA: PCC, item 11). 
1 For the election of the committee and its mission, see congress Instructions to the committee at Headquarters, April 6-13,1780.Before proceeding to headquarters, the committee exercised its directive "to abolish unnecessary posts and to discharge useless officers" by ordering these reforms in the civil establishments in Philadelphia. 
2 This day the committee also wrote to Solomon Maxwell, appointing him superintendent of provisions at Christiana, Del., and authorizing him to employ a full-time cooper and to hire others as needs dictated, for which he would keep 48 regular accounts". PCC, item 11, fol.287. 


Journals of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789
TUESDAY, JULY 11, 1780

The committee appointed to enquire into the conduct of the quarter master, respecting transportation from Philadelphia to Trenton, brought in their several reports, which were read.

The Committee appointed to enquire into the conduct of the Quarter Master respecting the transportation of provisions and stores from Philadelphia to Trenton, report--

That they have made diligent inquiry into the business submitted to them and find there has been little attention paid to economy in the transportation of provisions and stores from Philadelphia to Trenton: That a certain James Sutter, who was intrusted to Superintend this Department by the Dy. Qr Mr at Philadelphia contracted last summer with Wm Richards the owner of a schooner to be employed in this branch at £330 a month, and the last spring agreed to give him 60 dollars per Hhd, 30 do per Tierce and 10 do per barrel, out of which sums he was to receive a seventh part to his own use: that it is very probable the like engagements were entered into with others, and that the prices given by the Quarter Master raised the prices upon individuals: that your Committee are well assured that this business may be carried on at one third less expence, if not at one half, for an offer has been made to the Quarter Master at Philadelphia since the appointment of this Committee to transport the following articles from Christiana Bridge in the Delaware State to Trenton for the following freights to wit--30 dollars per Hhd, 15 do per Tierce, 12 do per barrel of beef or pork and 10 d per barrel of Flour &c. Your Committee further report, that they are of opinion, the high freights given are to be attributed in a great degree to several persons in the Quarter Master's Department being owners of or concerned in the vessels employed in this service. Upon the whole, your Committee propose the following Resolve:

That no shallop or other vessel, wagon, cart, carriage, Team or horse, belonging to any person, in the Quarter Master General's Department, be hereafter hired or employed in the public service, on pain of forfeiture of all pay to be received for the same as well as all wages or salary allowed to such person, and that he be also rendered incapable of any office or appointment under the United States.1
[Note 1: 1 This report, in the writing of Thomas McKean, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 22, folio 159.]

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

[Note 75: From New Hampshire to Maryland, inclusive.] 

Head Quarters, New Windsor, December 10, 1780.

Sir: You76 will, I presume, have received, before this reaches you, an Act of Congress of the 4th. of last Month, calling on the several States for specific quantities of Fresh and Salt provision, Flour, Salt and Rum for the Army and directing all of the above Articles, except the Fresh Meat, to be collected and deposited at such places in each of the States, as should be judged most convenient by me. This communication I should have done myself the honor of making somewhat earlier, had not the greater part of my time, since the receipt of the Act, been taking up in arranging and77 visiting the Hospitals and Winter Cantonments of the Army.

[Note 76: The draft at this point has: "(or your Excellency as the stile may be)."] 

[Note 77: The words "arranging and" appear in the circular to some of the States and not] 

Upon considering the point with respect to the supplies required of your State, I beg leave to inform you (or your Excellency) that it appears to me they should be deposited at the following places and proportions. (Vide the inclosed paper fixing the places of deposit and proportions and insert them accordingly)

The Commy. General, as he is directed, will inform you from time to time of the Quantities of live Cattle which will be necessary and where they are to be delivered. I have the honor etc.78
[Note 78: The draft is in the writing of Tench Tilghman.
Photostats of the circulars sent to New Hampshire, Connecticut, and Maryland are in the Library of Congress.
The draft of the "paper fixing the places of deposit and proportions" of the supplies is in the Washington Papers in the writing of Tilghman. It is as follows:
"New Hampshire: 1st. 2d. and 3d. deposits of Rum to be at Charles town No. 4. The last deposit to remain at Portsmouth for further Orders. The Salt Meat to be deposited at Portsmouth and Charlestown No. 4, in the following proportions all on the East side of Merimack River to be carried to Portsmouth, and all on the west side to Charles town No: 4.
"Massachusetts: To deposit their Salt Provision and Salt at Springfield and Great Barrington in equal proportions, except the last delivery of Salt which may wait the Commissary's order at Boston.
"The 1st: 2d. and 3d. delivery of Rum, two thirds at Great Barrington, one third at Springfield. The last delivery of this Article to remain at Boston for further orders.
"Rhode Island: The whole to be delivered at Providence, except the Fresh Meat.
"Connecticut: The Salt provisions and Salt to be delivered at or near Bulls Iron Works and Harford in equal proportions. The 1st. 2d. and 3d. deliveries of Rum at or near Bulls Iron Works. The last at Harford.
"New York: 700 Barrels of Flour, 350 do. Beef or pork, at Fort Schuyler. The remainder of the Salt Meat and Flour at West Point, Fishkill, New Windsor and Albany.
"New Jersey: The whole of the Salt, salt Meat and Flour at Morris Town, Pitts Town, Sussex Court House and Ringwood as may suit the State, as to the quantities at each.
"Pennsylvania: Fort Pitt--2400 Bbls Flour. 1000 Bbls Salt Meat or salt equivalent to put up that quantity upon the spot. 7000 Gallons Spirits.
"Carlisle--800 Bbs Flour. 3000 Gallons Spirits. 250 Bbls salt Meat or salt equivalent to put up that quantity on the spot.
"Wyoming--200 Bbls Flour. iooo Gallons Spirits. 100 Bushels Salt.
"Lancaster--1000 Bbls Flour. 3000 Gallons Spirits. 500 Bushels Salt.
"Easton--10,000 Bbls Flour.
"Philada.--All the remainder of Salt; salt Meat, Flour and Rum.
"Delaware: The whole of the Salt; Salt Meat, Flour and Rum at Christiana Bridge. "Maryland: 1/3 of Salt; Salt Meat, Flour and Rum at the Head of Elk. The remaining 2/3ds. which are intended for the southern Army at Baltimore and George Town in such proportions as may suit the State.
"Virginia and North Carolina: General Greene or Commanding Officer in southern department to fix the places of deposit."] 

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Head Quarters, Dobbs's Ferry, August 17, 1781.

Dear Sir: I have in confidence imparted to you the alteration of our late plan and made you acquainted with our intended operations. Besides the provision necessary at the Head of Elk to carry the troops down the Bay a very considerable Quantity will be wanted in Virginia. I should suppose three hundred Barrels of Flour, as many of salt Meat and eight or ten Hhds of Rum would be sufficient at Elk. For what will be consumed in Virginia, I imagine the order must be general, as we can neither ascertain the number of Men which will be drawn together or the time they will be employed.

I have written to the Count de Grasse and have requested him to send up his light Vessels of every kind to Elk, but I would nevertheless wish to have all that may be at Baltimore and the upper parts of the Bay secured. I shall therefore be obliged to you to take measures at a proper time for that purpose. When that time will be and when you shall give orders for the deposit at Elk, I will hereafter inform you.

I shall direct the Quarter Master in due season to take up all the small Craft in Delaware for the purpose of transporting the Troops from Trenton to Christeen.21 Should he have occasion for advice or assistance from you upon this occasion I must request you to give him both.

[Note 21: Christiana, Del.] 

The Revolutionary Diplomatic Correspondence of the United States, Volume 4
Washington to Morris.†
[Note †: † MSS. Dep. of State; 6 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 309.]

Headquarters, Dobbs' Ferry, August 17, 1781.

Dear Sir: I have in confidence imparted to you the alteration of our late plan, and made you acquainted with our intended operations. Besides the provision necessary at the head of the Elk to carry the troops down the bay, a very considerable quantity will be wanted in Virginia. I should suppose three hundred barrels of flour, as many of salt meat, and eight or ten hogsheads of rum would be sufficient at the Elk. For what will be consumed in Virginia I imagine the order must be general, as we can neither ascertain the number of men which will be drawn together, or the time they will be employed.

I have written to the Count de Grasse, and have requested him to send up his light vessels of every kind to the Elk; but I would, nevertheless, wish to have all that may be at Baltimore and the upper parts of the bay secured. I shall therefore be obliged to you to take measures at the proper time for that purpose. When that time will be, and when you shall give orders for the deposit at the Elk, I will hereafter inform you.

I shall direct the quartermaster in due season to take up all the small craft in the Delaware for the purpose of transporting the troops from Trenton to Christiana. Should he have occasion for advice or assistance from you on this occasion I must request you to give him both.

I am confident it will be necessary to give the American troops destined for southern service one month's pay in specie. This will amount to about -- dollars. If it will be possible for you to procure this sum, you will infinitely oblige me and will much benefit the service. I shall also stand in need of a sum of specie for secret services; I suppose about five hundred guineas.

I have the honor to be, etc.,

George Washington.

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

[Note 53: The drafts of both questions and answers are in the writing of Tench Tilghman on separate documents. Rochambeau's questions, where it seems necessary to give them, are condensed and paraphrased sufficiently to explain Washington's answers.] 

Kings Ferry, August 22, 1781.

1st. Peekskill may not be an improper place for an Hospital of Convalescents or such persons as may be able to move themselves without the assistance of Carriages, but I should not think a permanent Hospital would be safe there, since we have so large a detachment from the Army. For the same reason I think it an improper place for a deposit of any kind of stores. 2d. Qt. Are any stores to be left at Peekskill?

2d. This is answered under the first Head.

3d. Qr. In event of Genl. Heath being obliged to retreat to Fishkill and West Point, what place should be chosen for the stores?

3rd. At either New Windsor, Newburgh, Fishkill Landing or Fishkill Town. At the two first there are no public Buildings but what are in use, but there are several private Stores which might be hired. At the third there are no public buildings of any consequence. I make no doubt but part of the Barracks or some of the public Buildings at Fishkill town might be spared. At West Point we have not sufficient room for the stores which ought to be constantly kept there.

4th. Qr. Will the route from Boston to the North River via Danbury be safe, especially for the conveyance of money?

4th. The shortest and safest Route from Boston to the North River is through Springfield and to Claverac. At any rate I do not think the Route ought to be below Litchfield and from thence to Fishkill.

5th. I have not yet openly taken measures for procuring Vessels upon the Delaware, altho' I have hinted to Mr. Morris that they will be wanted at a proper time. I would propose that the American Qr. Mr. General should engage all the proper kind of Craft upon the Delaware for the transportation of the troops and Stores from Trenton and that the expence should be paid by the French and Americans in proportion to the number of Men and quantity of Stores transported.

6th. Qr. To what points will the boats carry us?

6. To Wilmington near the mouth of Christiana Creek; to Newport, four Miles above Wilmington, or Christiana Bridge nine Miles above it, as the circumstances of Wind and Weather will permit.

7. The number of Carriages necessary for the transport of the Artillery and Baggage is so much greater than can be procured in the Country between Christiana and Elk, that I would propose that all the teams fit for further service upon our arrival at Trenton should be sent across the Country to Wilmington; the deficiency may be made up in that neighbourhood.

8th. Qt. If the Troops embark at Trenton to go down the Delaware what Road will the Waggons and Horses take: Must they be sent to the Head of Elk to be embarked there, or will they be sent to Susquehannah Ferry to be brought down to Alexandria?

8. They will be sent to Wilmington for the reasons above assigned, which is exactly in the Route to the Head of Elk. It will be determined upon our arrival at Elk whether they are to proceed by land or sent down the Bay by Water.

9. I have every reason to believe that there are few or no vessels at this time at Baltimore or at any place in the upper part of Chesapeak Bay, and for that reason your Excellency will be pleased to remember that we in our joint letter recommended it to Count de Grasse to send up all his Frigates and Transports to Elk River. But as it is a matter of the utmost importance, it may not be amiss for your Excellency to repeat the request either immediately to Count de Grasse or through the Minister of France.

10th. Qr. Ought not hospitals and provisions be immediately provided for the march to the Head of Elk?

10th. It will perhaps be more expedient to delay this untill our arrival at Springfield, lest doing it sooner should expose our design.

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Kings Ferry, August 24, 1781.

Sir: The Detachment under your Command is to march to Springfield in New Jersey, by two Routs; the left Column with which you will go, is to be compos'd of the light Troops, and York Regiments (if Courtlands should get up to you in time) and four light field pieces with the Baggage of these sevl. Corps. the right column is to consist of the Parke of Artillery; Ordnance Stores; The Quarter Masters and Commissary Stores the Baggage of the Staff; the Cloathing, Boats, and other things, covered by Colo. Olneys Regiment and the Corps of Saprs. and Mrs.

The left Column will March on the 25th. within 3 Miles of Paramus; 26th. two Miles below Acquakenach Bridge, 27th. to Springfield. The right column will march the same day three miles beyond Suffrans. 26. 5 Miles beyond Pompton on the road to the two Bridges at the fork of Posaic. 27. Back of the Mountain to Chatham.

In these positions the whole will halt till further orders. The Jersey Troops are to be put in condition to march the moment you arrive at Springfield together with Hazens Regiment. [When the march is commenced from Springfield the following will be the Route and distances:]

To bound brooke
to Rocky hill
--Trenton.62
[Note 62: The figures 29, 30, and 31 were prefixed to Bound Brook, Rocky Hill, and Trenton, but afterwards crossed off.] 

[And when] our destination is no longer a secret, you will send forward an Officer of activity and resource to Trenton, to arrange matters for passing the covered and such other Waggons as the Qr. Master Genl. shall think necessary, over the River; as also the Artillery, and such of the Ordnance Stores, as Genl. Knox, or the Officer commanding it may choose to send to the head of Elk by Land. The Troops, Common Baggage, and other things are to go by Water, if the means of transportation can be provided; but as this is scarcely to be expected, a due proportion of what is provided must be allotted to the French Army.

The Troops, Baggage and Stores which go by Water are not to halt at Phila. but to proceed immediately to Christiana Bridge; or as near to it as circumstances will admit. Nor is there to be a moments unnecessary delay of any thing that moves by Land to the head of Elk.

The success of our enterprize depends upon the celerity of our Movements; delay therefore, may be ruinous to it.63
[Note 63: At this point the draft has the following crossed off: "I have put Colo. Seeley who Commands the Jersey Militia in the vicinity of Dobbs ferry under your orders; it will be proper therefore to direct him to march for Hackensack on the same day that you march for Acqua Kanack; and for the Connecticut Farms the day you march for Springfield where or in that Neighbourhood he is [ sic] remain, keeping constant patroles on the Sound as far as Amboy till the French Army has passed Princeton and then act under the orders he may receive from Governor Livingston."] 

I do not hesitate in giving it as my opinion that every horse and Oxen should be Swam over the Delaware. A few Boats above and below the place they are made to enter the River, to give them a proper direction, will remove all difficulty and greatly facilitate the passage across.

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Chatham, August 27, 1781.

Dear Sir: Accounts brought by several Vessels to Philada. and to the Eastward leave little doubt but that the Count de Grasse must have already arrived in the Chesapeak, or that he must be very soon there. The Count de Rochambeau and myself have therefore determined that no time ought to be lost in making preparations for our transportation from Trenton to Christiana and from the Head of Elk down the Chesapeak. I have written by this opportunity to Colo. Miles and have directed him immediately to engage all the proper kind of Craft for the navigation of the Delaware which can be found in Philada. or in the Creeks above and below it, and as your advice may be useful to him, more especially so far as respects procuring the Vessels at a distance from Philada., I have desired him to wait upon you for that purpose.

I shall also be obliged to you for using your influence with the Gentlemen of Baltimore to permit any Vessels which may be in that port to come up to Elk to assist us in transportation. I have little doubt, from the cheerfulness with which they furnished the Marquis last Winter, but they will comply with your requisition on the present occasion. But lest there should be a necessity for the interference of the Executive of the State, I have written to Governor Lee upon that and other matters. I inclose the letter under flying seal for your information, and you will be good enough to forward it by a Chain of Expresses which is established. Any Vessels which may be procured in Chesapeak should rendezvous as soon as possible in Elk River.

You will be pleased to make the deposit of Flour, Rum and Salt Meat at the Head of Elk which I requested in a former letter.

I am very fearful that about 1500 Bbls of salt provisions and 30 Hhds of Rum which I directed to be sent from Connecticut and Rhode Island under Convoy of the Count de Barras would not have been ready when the Fleet sailed from Newport. Should that have been the case, the disappointment will be great. I would wish you to see whether a like quantity of those Articles can be procured in Philada. or in Maryland, if we should find that they have not gone round from the Eastward.

I must entreat you, if possible to procure one months pay in specie for the detachment which I have under my command; part of those troops have not been paid any thing for a long time past, and have upon several occasions shewn marks of great discontent. The service they are going upon is disagreeable to the Northern Regiments, but I make no doubt that a douceur of a little hard money would put them in proper temper. If the whole sum cannot be obtained, a part of it will be better than none, as it may be distributed in proportion to the respective wants and claims of the Men.

The American detachment will assemble in this neighbourhood to day. The French Army to morrow. I have the honor etc.79
[Note 79: The draft is in the writing of Tench Tilghman.] 

The Revolutionary Diplomatic Correspondence of the United States, Volume 4
Washington to Morris.*
[Note *: * 6 Sparks' Dip. Rev. Corr., 314.]

Chatham, August 27, 1781.

Dear Sir: Accounts brought by several vessels to Philadelphia and to the eastward leave little doubt but that the Count de Grasse must have already arrived in the Chesapeake, or that he must be very soon there. The Count de Rochambeau and myself have therefore determined that no time ought to be lost in making preparations for our transportation from Trenton to Christiana, and from the head of the Elk down the Chesapeake. I have written by this opportunity to Colonel Miles, and have directed him immediately to engage all the proper kind of craft for the navigation of the Delaware which can be found in Philadelphia or in the creeks above and below it; and as your advice may be useful to him, more especially as far as respects procuring the vessels at a distance from Philadelphia, I have desired him to wait upon you for that purpose.

I shall also be obliged to you for using your influence with the gentlemen of Baltimore to permit any vessels which may be in that port to come up to the Elk to assist us in transportation. I have little doubt, from the cheerfulness with which they furnished the Marquis de la Fayette last winter, that they will comply with your requisition on the present occasion. But lest there should be a necessity for the interference of the executive of the State, I have written to Governor Lee upon that and other matters. I enclose the letter under flying seal for your information, and you will be good enough to forward it by a chain of expresses, which is established. Any vessels which may be procured in the Chesapeake should rendezvous as soon as possible in the Elk River.

You will be pleased to make the deposit of flour, rum, and salt meat at the head of the Elk which I requested in a former letter.

I am very fearful that about fifteen hundred barrels of salt provisions and thirty hogsheads of rum, which I directed to be sent from Connecticut and Rhode Island under convoy of the Count de Barras, would not have been ready when the fleet sailed from Newport. Should that have been the case the disappointment will be great. I would wish you to see whether a like quantity of those articles can be procured in Philadelphia or in Maryland, if we should find that they have not gone round from the eastward.

I must entreat you if possible to procure one month's pay in specie for the detachment which I have under my command. Part of the troops have not been paid anything for a long time past, and have upon several occasions shown marks of great discontent. The service they are going upon is disagreeable to the northern regiments, but I make no doubt that a douceur of a little hard money would put them in proper temper. If the whole sum can not be obtained a part of it will be better than none, as it may be distributed in proportion to the respective wants and claims of the men.

The American detachment will assemble in this neighborhood to-day, the French army to-morrow.

I have the honor to be, etc.,

George Washington.

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

[Note 81: Deputy Quartermaster General.] 

Head Quarters, Chatham, August 27, 1781.

Sir: In consequence of a total alteration in our Plans, and the movement of a large Body of Troops to the Southward; I have despatched a Messenger for the sole purpose of having Provision made at Trenton, for the Transportation of them to Christiana by Water. You will therefore be pleased to have the greatest possible number of Sloops, Shallops and river Craft of all kinds, fit for the transportation of Men, Artillery and Baggage collected from every quarter where they can be found, and brought to Trenton by the 31st. Inst. at which time the head of the Column is expected to arrive: Let others be procured and ordered to follow to the same place, as fast as may be, untill Orders are received to the contrary.

You will use every exertion to have this business carried into execution without loss of time. I have also written to Mr. Morris on the subject, with whom I wish you to converse and advise respecting the Places Mode &c. of obtaining the Craft; and I am persuaded he will afford you any assistance in his power.

I have delayed having these preparations made until this moment, because I wished to deceive the Enemy with regard to our real object as long as possible, our Movements have been calculated for that purpose and I am still anxious the deception should be kept up a few days longer, untill our intentions are announced by the Army's filing off towards the Delaware.82
[Note 82: Sir Henry Clinton's letter to Lord Cornwallis, of Aug. 30, 1781, with a postscript dated Sept. 1, 1781, shows that the British commander in chief had no knowledge of Washington's purpose on the latter date.] 

These Arrangements would have been made through the Quarter Master General, but he having been left at Kings ferry to execute some business in his Department, and the time of his arrival being uncertain, I have thought proper to write to you myself on the subject, and to desire in the most earnest Manner, that neither labour or expence may be wanting in the performance of the important business now committed to you. I am &c.

P.S. Be so good as to obtain Quarters for myself and family (half a dozen Gentlemen) at some convenient Private Lodgings, without mentioning particularly who they are for; if one house will not accommodate the Whole, the nearer the lodgings are the better. Also be pleased to forward the Letters to the Southward by Express.83
The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Chatham, New Jersey, August 27, 1781.

My Dear Marquis: Your favr. of the 11th. did not reach me till yesterday morning. I so soon expect to see you that I shall defer entering into a particular answer to the Contents, part of which is of a very disagreeable nature and must be handled delicately.

The whole force intended for the southward will be assembled in this neighbourhood to day and to morrow and will proceed to Trenton as soon as Craft can be collected there to Transport them down the Delaware to Christiana. The celerity of their further movement will depend upon the arrival of the Count de Grasse and the means of transportation which it may be in his power to furnish.

Supposing the enemy to be held blockaded in certain positions, it will be necessary for me to know, before hand, what will be the proper place of debarkation for the French and American Troops, that we may steer immediately to that point, and at which there should be a collection of draft Horses and Cattle and some Waggons to move the Artillery and Stores which may be necessary for the immediate commencement of operations. I am endeavouring to send round (but I doubt whether I shall be able to effect it) a small supply of salt provisions. Should I fail, the Troops will have occasion for Fresh the instant of their arrival in Virginia. I would therefore wish, to avoid disappointment, that some Cattle might be prepared at the most probable place of debarkation, and I should also wish to know what are the chances or prospects of our supply while in Virginia.

Your answer to these points will meet me at the Head of Elk or upon my way thither, and as there is a possibility that I may be upon the Bay, you may, if the Navigation is in our possession, send a Copy of your Dispatches to the Head of Elk by Water.

Let me know what position you intend to take after you have formed a junction with the Troops with Mr. de Grasse and whether you do not think that James Town will be a proper place of debarkation for us, supposing the enemy remain in their present position of York and Gloucester? I am etc.

P.S. What number of intrenching tools have you and of what kinds.

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Chatham, August 28, 1781.

Sir: The Troops composing the Detachment under your Command may, till they are united with the force in Virginia, be formed into three Brigades, viz: the light Infantry to be commanded by Colo. Scammell on the Right. The two York Regiments under Brigadr. Genl. Clinton on the left; and Hazen's Jersey and Rhode Isld. in the Center.

You will March to morrow at four OClock in the Morning, in two Columns, for Trenton. The left column is to consist of the three Brigades above (if Courtlands Regimt. should join in time) the Baggage belonging to them, and 6 field pieces (two to each Brigade). The right column will consist of the remaining artillery, Boats, Baggage, and Stores of every kind to be escorted by the Corps of Sappers and Miners.

The left column is to March through West field and Lamptown to Rariton landing (above Brunswick): 30th. To princeton 31st. To Trenton.

The right column is to proceed thro' Scotch plains and Quibbletown to Bound Brooke: 30th. to Princeton 31st. to Trenton.

The junction of these two Columns will be at Kingston (three Miles short of Princeton) from whence the right column is to proceed, and be covered by the left.

I have not, as yet, made precise arrangements with the Qr. Mr. General respecting the number of Waggon's and Teams which are to go on from Trenton to the head of Elk, and from thence to Virginia. And it is possible, as he is yet behind, and I shall set out early in the Morning for Philadelphia, that I shall not, for which reason I commit the matter to you, giving it as my opinion, that all the covered Waggons, if no more, will certainly be wanted in Virga.

I foresee a difficulty which will arise from the deficiency of Water transportation from Trenton to Christiana bridge, and that is, how to aportion the Craft equally between the french Army and ours, without avoiding87 delay, as the Vessels will come up as they are engaged, and the American Troops ought to be the advance. Some delicacy must be used in effecting the latter, without the appearance of selfishness, and giving umbrage to our Allies by taking more care of ourselves than them.

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Philadelphia, August 31, 1781.

Dr Sir: Upon Enquiry I have too much reason to fear we shall not be able to procure Craft eno' to embark all our Troops, Stores, Baggage, &c. upon the Water, in which Case some must go by Land. You will therefore be pleased to consult Colo Lamb respectg the Heavy Cannon, Carriages, Stores and Baggage, and find what will be most cumbersome and Heavy to transport by Land and let that have the first Chance in the Transports by Water; the quantity of these you will best judge by the Number and kind of Craft which you will receive; many if not all of the Covered Waggons with some others will possibly be found necessary to go by Land, with the light Field Pieces and perhaps some cannon Carriages; the Heavy Cannon, Mortars and Hoitzs with Cloathg and Entrenchg Tools will most conveniently go by Water; the Cannon to be divested of their Carriages.

Colo Nelson5 at Trenton informed me that he thort a Ford might be found, by which the Waggons and Carriages might 

[Note 5: Col. John Neilson.] be easily passed at that Place, and promised to make the Experiment. You will please to consult him on that Subject.

When you are on the Rout from Trenton I fancy there is a Road leading direct to a Ford across the Nesamuny Creek above the Ferry past Bristol; if so it will be most expeditious to pass by that Rout and avoid the Ferry which will be troublesome and occasion much Delay. I passed myself by this Ford, and I think you will find such a Road as I mention.

The Troops which are the lightest and best able to march, and such as are least suspected of Desertion from disaffection, Want of Pay, or any other Cause, will, if Craft should fail, be best to march by Land.

You will send down as soon as the first opportunity presents 100 pickt Men who are acquainted with Water, and who are the most suitable on other Accounts, to assist in Embarkg and forwardg the Stores at this Place.

General Knox's Letter which accompanies this will help you to Determine respectg the Cannon and heavy Artillery Stores.

The Waggons and whatever else goes by Land, will proceed by the Shortest Rout, immediately to the Head of Elk; you will so order the Marches as not to encamp by or near this City; the Troops who march by Land, will move on by slow and easy Marches, so as not to be fatigued.

You will appoint an active Officer to superintend the Embarkation at Trenton, whose Arrangements must be calculated for Dispatch and to save Confusion: another Officer of like Character, must go on with the first Embarkation to Christiana, to superintend the Debarkation; with this Officer some Troops must go down to the place of Debarkation, to assist in unloadg, forwardg the Stores, &c.

You will please to use every Exertion for dispatch in your Movement, as not a Moments Time is to be lost. I am &c.

P.S. Inclosed is a List of Craft sent up.6 The Topsail Vessels will not be sent, and the Wood Craft will be wanted for other Purposes from here. Send Colo Gouvion to me as soon as possible; let him come prepared to go directly to Virginia.7
The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Philadelphia, August 31, 1781.

Sir: Since my Letter of this Morng, upon Consultation with Count Rochambeau, I find that he is inclined to have the French Troops march by Land from Trenton to Head of Elk, which will give a larger proportion of Craft for the American Baggage and Troops. You will therefore notwithstandg my preceeding Letter, after alotg a Sufficiency for the French Baggage &c. they request first put on Board such Heavy Stores and Baggage, Cloathg Tools Garrison Carriages &c. &c. as Colo Lamb and you shall think proper, and then Embark the Troops on Board the Water Craft and let them fall down the River to Christiana Bridge as soon as possible, reserving only such Number as will be necessary to cross by Land with the Waggons and Baggage that may go on in that Way; and the 100 Men to be sent to this Place.

General Knox has just mentioned that the Artillery Stores and the Pieces may best go on by land without any Change, as they are lightly loaded for the Purpose of easy Carriage and their Shiftg may occasion much Delay; you will think on that Circumstance.

In fordg the Waggons and Carriages you will be particularly Careful that no Accident happens by miscrossing, as that will create much Trouble and Delay.

The Q M G will direct what Number of spare Waggons, open as well as Covered ones, will be wanted to be taken along to the Christiana Bridge, for the purpose of transportation from that Place to the Head of Elk: these will also go on by Land. I am &c.

The Q M G will see the Boats comg on with Colo Cortlands Regt. put in Re, as soon as they Arrive; these will take down the Regt. which accompanies them and perhaps some other Matters.

Desire our A Q M at Trenton to give every Assistance in his Power to the French Troops, in crossing the Ferry, or in any other Circumstance in which they may need his Aid.8
[Note 8: The draft is in the writing of Jonathan Trumbull, jr.] 
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Philadelphia, August 31, 1781.

Dr Sir: Upon Enquiry I have too much reason to fear we shall not be able to procure Craft eno' to embark all our Troops, Stores, Baggage, &c. upon the Water, in which Case some must go by Land. You will therefore be pleased to consult Colo Lamb respectg the Heavy Cannon, Carriages, Stores and Baggage, and find what will be most cumbersome and Heavy to transport by Land and let that have the first Chance in the Transports by Water; the quantity of these you will best judge by the Number and kind of Craft which you will receive; many if not all of the Covered Waggons with some others will possibly be found necessary to go by Land, with the light Field Pieces and perhaps some cannon Carriages; the Heavy Cannon, Mortars and Hoitzs with Cloathg and Entrenchg Tools will most conveniently go by Water; the Cannon to be divested of their Carriages.

Colo Nelson5 at Trenton informed me that he thort a Ford might be found, by which the Waggons and Carriages might 

[Note 5: Col. John Neilson.] be easily passed at that Place, and promised to make the Experiment. You will please to consult him on that Subject.

When you are on the Rout from Trenton I fancy there is a Road leading direct to a Ford across the Nesamuny Creek above the Ferry past Bristol; if so it will be most expeditious to pass by that Rout and avoid the Ferry which will be troublesome and occasion much Delay. I passed myself by this Ford, and I think you will find such a Road as I mention.

The Troops which are the lightest and best able to march, and such as are least suspected of Desertion from disaffection, Want of Pay, or any other Cause, will, if Craft should fail, be best to march by Land.

You will send down as soon as the first opportunity presents 100 pickt Men who are acquainted with Water, and who are the most suitable on other Accounts, to assist in Embarkg and forwardg the Stores at this Place.

General Knox's Letter which accompanies this will help you to Determine respectg the Cannon and heavy Artillery Stores.

The Waggons and whatever else goes by Land, will proceed by the Shortest Rout, immediately to the Head of Elk; you will so order the Marches as not to encamp by or near this City; the Troops who march by Land, will move on by slow and easy Marches, so as not to be fatigued.

You will appoint an active Officer to superintend the Embarkation at Trenton, whose Arrangements must be calculated for Dispatch and to save Confusion: another Officer of like Character, must go on with the first Embarkation to Christiana, to superintend the Debarkation; with this Officer some Troops must go down to the place of Debarkation, to assist in unloadg, forwardg the Stores, &c.

You will please to use every Exertion for dispatch in your Movement, as not a Moments Time is to be lost. I am &c.

P.S. Inclosed is a List of Craft sent up.6 The Topsail Vessels will not be sent, and the Wood Craft will be wanted for other Purposes from here. Send Colo Gouvion to me as soon as possible; let him come prepared to go directly to Virginia.7
[Note 6: The list was probably taken from Col. Samuel Miles's list of water craft engaged at Philadelphia, Aug. 30, 1781. This shows 31 craft all told: 4 wood flats, 4 schooners, and 23 sloops. The estimated total carrying capacity of these was 4,150 men, This list is in the Washington Papers.] 

[Note 7: The draft is in the writing of Jonathan Trumbull, jr.] 

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Philadelphia, September 2, 1781.

Sir: You will proceed immediately to Christiana Bridge at which place I expect you will meet the Boats laden with Ordnance and other stores. You will make the proper general arrangements for the speediest transportation of them across to the Head of Elk. Colonel Lamb, or Lieut. Colo. Stevens will attend particularly to the assorting and forwarding the Ordnance Stores, which ought to be first carried over.

It is of importance that the Road from Christiana Bridge to the Head of Elk, should be put in the best re; you will therefore take a view of it and appoint an active Officer acquainted with such business to go upon it with a party and make the necessary res.

Upon General Lincolns arrival, you will report the progress of the transportation to him and take your further orders from him.16
[Note 16: The draft is in the writing of Tench Tilghman.] 

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Philadelphia, September 2, 1781.

Sir: You will proceed will all convenient dispatch to the Camp of the Marqs. de la Fayette in Virginia, and receive further orders from Genl. Duportail or the Marquis.

You will let your rout be by Christiana bridge, the head of Elk, the lower ferry on Susquehanna, Baltimore, Elkridge landing, Bladensburgh, and George Town. From George Town you will go by the best Waggon road to Fredericksburg by Falmouth avoiding the Ferries of Occoquan and Rappahannock Rivers. And from thence you will take the Road which leads most directly to the above Camp.

From Baltimore, George town, Fredericksburg, and the Virginia Camp you will report the State and condition of the intermediate roads, and the measures proper to re them, and if you could excite the Inhabitants as you passed along to set about this necessary business it would facilitate the movement of our Waggons &ca. which must go by land greatly.

I am perswaded, that it is unnecessary to add any thing, by way of prompting you to the preparation of fascines and other matters which can accelerate our operations and prevent the waste of a single moment.

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Philadelphia, September 3, 1781.

Sir: From the head of Elk, the Cavalry, Carriages and such Artillery as may be sent by Land, will proceed by the following rout: Lower ferry on Susquehannah; Baltimore; Elk ridge Landing; Bladensburg; George Town, on Potomack river. From hence a rout must be pursued to Fredericksburg, that will avoid an inconvenient ferry over Occoquan, and Rappahannock river at the Town of Fredericksburg. The latter may, I believe, be forded at Falmouth (two miles above Fredericksburg) and the latter [former] by leaving the common rout a little upon the left from George Town.

From Fredericksburg, the rout will be by Caroline Court House and Newcastle. I cannot, at this moment, point out the different Marches for want of a sufficient knowledge of the road, and convenient encamping places on it, but Lt. Colo. Gouvion being instructed to reconnoitre these will enable me perhaps to be more particular 'ere the March commences from the head of Elk. I have the honor etc.23
[Note 23: Lieut. Col. William Stephens Smith's account of Washington's traveling expenses (filed in the Washington Papers under Sept. 17, 1781, the date of its settlement shows that the route of Washington and Rochambeau from Princeton, N.J., to Baltimore was to Trenton, Bristol, Philadelphia, Chester, Wilmington, Christiana Bridge, Wormsley's, Susquehanna Ferry, Darling's, Notingham, and Baltimore. An interesting item between the Darling and Notingham entries reads: "to Comfort the Wretched." 8 shillings] 

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Christiana, September 6, 1781.

Dear Sir: Capt. Machin of the Artillery is detached to pursue some deserters from that Corps; he will have occasion for some money for expences. If you can advance him about £10. it will be sufficient, and will oblige the Public as well as Dr SirYours etc.37
[Note 37: The draft is in the writing of David Cobb.] 

The Diaries of George Washington. Vol. 3. Donald Jackson, ed.; Dorothy Twohig, assoc. ed. The Papers of George Washington. Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1978. 

September 1781

5th. The rear of the French army having reached Philadelphia and the Americans having passed it--the Stores having got up & every thing in a tolerable train here; I left this City for the head of Elk to hasten the Embarkation at that place and on my way--(at Chester)--received the agreeable news of the safe arrival of the Count de Grasse in the Bay of Chesapeake with 28 Sail of the line & four frigates--with 3000 land Troops which were to be immediately debarked at james town & form a junction with the American Army under the command of the Marqs. de la Fayette.1
Finding upon my arrival at the head of Elk a great deficiency of Transports, I wrote many letters to Gentn. of Influence on the Eastern shore,2 beseeching them to exert themselves in drawing forth every kind of Vessel which would answer for this purpose and agreed with the County de Rochambeau that about 1000 American Troops (including the Artillery Regiment) and the Grenadiers & Chasseurs of the Brigade of Bourbonne with the Infantry of Lauzen's legion should be the first to Embark and that the rest of the Troops should continue their march to Baltimore proceeding thence by Land, or Water according to circumstances. The Cavalry of Lauzen, with the Saddle horses & such teams of both armies as the Qr. Masters thereof might judge necessary to go round by Land to the place of operation.

Judging it highly expedient to be with the army in Virginia as soon as possible, to make the necessary arrangements for the Siege, & to get the Materials prepared for it, I determined to set out for the Camp of the Marqs. de la Fayette without loss of time and accordingly in Company with the Count de Rochambeau who requested to attend me, and the Chevr. de Chastellux set out on the3
1. In Philadelphia, GW was engaged in last-minute preparations for the march south (see GW to Lafayette, 2 Sept. 1781, DLC:GW). Between 31 Aug. and 5 Sept. there was also considerable uneasiness about the movements of both the British and French fleets. On 31 Aug., Brig. Gen. David Forman wrote GW from his observation post in Freehold, N.J., that two British squadrons under Admirals Graves and Hood were in process of setting sail from New York City (DLC:GW). Barras's fleet had sailed from Newport, R.I., on 23 Aug. carrying siege guns and provisions for Yorktown and no word had since been received from him. If he were intercepted by the British fleet before he joined de Grasse in the Chesapeake, the results could be disastrous to the allied campaign in the South.
On 5 Sept., GW informed the president of Congress that he had received a letter from Brig. Gen. Mordecai Gist announcing the arrival of de Grasse's fleet (DNA: PCC, Item 152). Gist's letter, dated Baltimore, 4 Sept. 1781, is in DLC:GW. See also David Humphreys to Gist, 5 Sept. 1781 (NN: George Washington Papers, facsimiles and transcripts). By 7 Sept., GW was able to report that the French fleet from Rhode Island was "hourly expected" to join de Grasse's fleet ("Circular to Gentlemen on the Eastern Shore of Maryland," 7 Sept. 1781, DLC:GW). According to Jonathan Trumbull's journal, GW had left Philadelphia with his suite and about three miles below Chester met the express from de Grasse. He then returned to Chester to inform Rochambeau and Congress of the French fleet's arrival (TRUMBULL [1], 332). Rochambeau had decided to come from Philadelphia to Chester by water. As the ship approached Chester, "We discerned in the distance General Washington, standing on the shore and waving his hat and a white handkerchief joyfully. . . . MM. de Rochambeau and Washington embraced warmly on the shore" (CLOSEN, 123). 

2. GW is referring to his circular letter, dated 7 Sept. 1781, to "Gentlemen on the Eastern Shore of Maryland." Copies were sent to Christopher Birchead, Robert Goldsborough, James Lloyd Chamberlaine, Richard Bamaby, Nicholas Thomas, John Bracco, and James Hindman (DLC:GW). 

3. GW made no entries for 6 and 7 Sept., but Jonathan Trumbull, Jr., his aide-de-camp, made notations on these days: "6. Breakfast at Christiana Bridge, where our boats, stores, &c. are brought from Delaware Water through Christiana Creek, debarked and carried a[c]ross by land about 12 miles to the head of Elk. Here they are again embarked up the Elk River 

George Washington's Accounts of Expenses While Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army 1775-1783. With Annotations by John C. Fitzpatrick.

DEBIT ENTRIES

1781, September 8--Daniel Grant, owner of the Fountain Inn, Baltimore. His account was for eight dinners for Washington and his suite and also for seven servants. September 9, sixteen horses were cared for by him.

1781, September 8--Lieutenant-Colonel William Stephens Smith appears to have been the Aide who accompanied Washington. He had been Aide to Sullivan and also to Lafayette. He served as Aide to the Commander-in-Chief from July, 1781, to the end of the war. His account gives the route taken by Washington and Rochambeau from Philadelphia to Baltimore as: Chester, Wilmington, Delaware, Christiana Bridge, Wormsley, Susquehannah Ferry, Darling's, Nottingham, and Baltimore.

1781, September 8--Lieutenant-Colonel Jonathan Trumbull, Jr., was at this time Military Secretary to the Commander-in-Chief.

1781, September 17--The route from Mount Vernon to Williamsburg was by way of Colchester, Dumfries, Garrat's, Fredericksburg, Bolling, or Bowling Green, Aylett's, Frank's, and Williamsburg, which was reached September 14.

1781, September 17--The interview with Comte de Grasse on board the French flagship, Ville de Paris, off Cape Henry, settled the general plan of operations against Cornwallis at Yorktown. The allied armies besieged that place September 28, and, three weeks later, October 19, 1781, Cornwallis surrendered.

1781, October 31--The tailoring work was done by William Riley and was for a pair of riding breeches for William. Another voucher shows that there were two new servants at Headquarters at this time, one named Barton and the other Philip Wamsley or Walmsley.

1781, October 31--The express-rider was Richard Woolfolk, Jr.

1781, November 1--John Likley, a Philadelphia merchant. The tea was purchased when the army passed through that city in September.

George Washington's Accounts of Expenses While Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army 1775-1783. With Annotations by John C. Fitzpatrick.

DEBIT ENTRIES

1781, December 1--Colonel Trumbull's expense account shows the route to have been Bryrd's [spelled "Bird's" in the voucher], Hanover Court House, Lynch's, Bowling Green [spelled "Bolling Green" in the previous voucher], Garrat's, Dumfries, Colchester, and Mount Vernon.

1781, December 1--Colonel Smith's voucher for the expenses of a part of the military family from Colonel Basset's, at Eltham, to Mount Vernon, gives the route as: Frank's, Ruffin's Ferry, Slaughter's, Aylett's, Bowling Green, Todd's, Fredericksburg, Garrat's, Dumfries, Colchester Ferry, and Mount Vernon.

From Mount Vernon to Philadelphia the route was: Alexandria, Rawlin's Tavern, South Ferry, Annapolis, and Baltimore. From Baltimore to Philip's Ravern, Susquehannah Ferry and Susquehannah Tavern, Head of Elk, Christiana, Delaware, Wilmington, Chester, Schuylkill, and Philadelphia which was reached November 26.

1782, March 20--Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens, who was a volunteer Aide to the Commander-in-Chief in 1777 and was regularly appointed in March, 1779, had gone to France under orders of Congress to urge the grant of further loans from the French Court. After returning to America he was killed in a skirmish at Combahee Ferry, South Carolina, in August, 1782.

1782, March 22--Among the items of expense in Philadelphia is one for the purchase of a pair of large bear-skins from Dugee & Stephens. The Commander-in-Chief remained in Philadelphia, by the request of Congress, until March 22, 1782, when he set out for Newburgh, on the Hudson. The places from which Washington's letters are dated show that he passed through Trenton, Morristown, and Pompton.

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Philadelphia, December 6, 1781.

Sir: The destination of your Regiment for the Winter will be Lancaster in this State. You will therefore order it to march thither by the shortest Route from the place where this may reach you. If it should be from Christiana Bridge or Wilmington you will probably find Flour Waggons returning which will transport your Baggage upon easy terms; Unless you have a sufficiency of public Waggons with you.

You will upon your arrival at Lancaster, untill you receive more particular orders, mount the necessary Guards over the prisoners of War.

You will either come forward to this place yourself or send one of your Officers with accurate Returns of the Strength of the Regt. that the secretary at War may from them give you a compleat supply of Cloathing, which I have the pleasure to inform you we have now in our power to distribute to the brave and deserving soldiers. I am &c.55
[Note 55: The draft is in the writing of Tench Tilghman.] 

The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Verplanks point, September 16, 1782.

Dr. Sir: I should have answered your Letter of the 21st. ulto. before this, if a good oppertunity of forwarding the Balle. due you, had presented, as I intended that both the Letter and money should go together. By the statement in your letter, there appears to be £42.0 8 due you, which I now send by Colo. Steward. Arising from the old Ballance of £3, and £48.4 for the paint, lately sent; credited by £9.3.4 State Paper. If there is any mistake you can correct it; and I could wish you to examine your former Accts. and see whether some error may not have happened in the charge of freight. Mr. Lund Washington wrote me that he had paid it to Mr Hepburn (the Person who took charge of, and carried the Oil you were so obliging as to purchase for me in the Winter, and) who assured him that the transportation (by Land from Christiana to the head of Elk) and freight, had been paid by him, Hepburn. When your leizure suits be so good as to furnish me with the Acct. as it stands between us at present; permit me to thank you for the trouble I have given you in this business.

I heartily wish that the general prevailing ideas of Peace may not be injurious to us; the appearances, in my opinion, are very equivocal; but one thing we are sure of, and that is that being in a state of perfect preparation for war, is the only sure and infallible means of producing Peace.

How far the necessities of great Britain may compel her to grant unconditional Independence to this Country, I shall not take upon me to determine; but I have no doubt on my Mind of the Kings wishes to prosecute the War (in order to avert this measure) as long as the Nation will vote Men or Money to carry it on. My Compliments to Mrs. Mitchell. I am etc.

Letters of Delegates to Congress: Volume 20 March 12, 1783 - September 30, 1783
Eleazer McComb to Nicholas Van Dyke 

Sir, Philadelphia 29th May 1783
I now forward by Mr. Darrach 12 Copies of the Recommendations of Congress,(1) for the use of the Delaware State. An additional number are order'd to be printed, of which our proportion will be sent forward when received. I also take the liberty to inclose to your Excellency the News Papers of yesterday and to-day. A ship arrived last evening in 35 days fron France, but has brought no public dispatches. The Captain says he saw a fleet of Transports going into New york, to assist, as is supposed, in the evacuation of that City. He also says that he understood the Definitive Treaty was in great forwardness, and would be compleated in a very short time. On Monday last Congress came to a Resolution to give furloughs to the army, and the soldiers are permitted to take their arms with them, and are promised discharges as soon as the definitive Treaty arrives.(2) As this Letter is written in Congress where I am almost deafened with the noise of speakers, your Excellency will excuse its inaccuracies.
I am sir, your most obt. Servt, E. M:Comb.(3)

RC (DLC: Nicholas Van Dyke Papers).
1 That is, the April 26 Address and Recommendation to the States, for which see Elias Boudinot to the States, May 9, 1783.
2 See JCC, 24:364; and James Madison's Notes of Debates, May 26, 1783.
3 McComb also wrote the following note, addressed to "Mr. Solomon Maxwell, Christiana Bridge," on May 28.
"On the 29th March last a small Box and a Demy John, directed to Dr. James Anderson, of Chester Town, was forwarded to you. The box was by mistake put down as a Keg in the freight list, which it is probable has prevented its being sent on. The demy John has arrived safe, but there is no acount of the box. Be pleased to enquire into this matter, and if it is in your Store I wish it were return'd to Mr. Hollingsworth because I presume there are now no opportunities by land from Christiana to Chester Town." Levi Hollingsworth Papers, PHi.

Journals of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789
TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 1787.

Your Secretary has had under his consideration for a long period, a system for the establishment of permanent national Magazines, and Arsenals, throughout the United States. He has not brought it forward because the state of the public treasury has been such, as to preclude any expences, but those which are essential to immediate existence. In the report, which will be submitted on this subject, four places are pointed out, at which it may be proper to establish the principal national deposits. Vizt.

1. Springfield in Massachusetts. To supply all the Country east of Hudsons River.

2. At some suitable place on the Delaware not lower than Coriels ferry nor higher than Easton, for all the Country westward of Hudsons river to the Potowmak inclusively.

The public are in possession of a variety of brick buildings at Carlisle in Pennsylvania, constructed and erected specially for the purpose of a national deposit. The returns on the files of Congress will show that the military stores now there are inconsiderable. Were the river Susquehannah navigable for Boats, and also the Creek which runs through Carlisle, the stores in Philadelphia might be transported to that place. But as the navigation of the said Creek and River is not a probable event, at an early period, it would be fortunate if the said buildings could be sold to any tolerable advantage. It would require a larger sum of money than can probably be furnished for the object, to transport the stores by land to Carlisle. But the expence of the first transportation is not so great an objection as the amount of the successive transportations and re-transportations during a period of forty or fifty years. The probability of the navigation of the Delaware being completed in a few years from the falls of Trenton to Easton, renders the place beforementioned between Coriels ferry, and Easton, much more eligible than Carlisle. But its relation to the Country between Hudsons River and the Delaware, The facility with which stores could be transported to Christiana Bridge and thence by a portage of 12 miles to the head of Elk render the Delaware decidedly superior to Carlisle. The Stores in Philadelphia, are liable to be destroyed by fire and they are not well deposited being in common buildings in different parts of the City, the rent of which, annually amounts to a considerable sum of money.

3d. At on near the point of Forks on James River, to serve Virginia and part of North Carolina.

4th. At or near the junction of the Congaree and Wateree with the Santee, to serve part of North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.

A deposit might be formed at Fort Pitt for all the posts on the Ohio; and the posts on the lakes might be supplied from West point on Hudsons river, by the way of the Mohawk river and Wood creek.

The aforesaid proposed principal deposits will enjoy the great advantages of a water communication with the Ocean without the danger of being injured by a hostile navy. Circumstanced as the United States are and as they probably will be for a long period in future, the means of defence ought to be secured from a sudden approach of a foreign enemy.

It will be proposed, that the number of one hundred thousand arms, shall be deposited in the respective Arsenals, a train of battering Artillery and every kind of Stores necessary thereto, field Artillery and every necessary equipment for an army of every species of troops.

That the respective Arsenals and Magazines should contain Arms, Ammunition and other stores in proportion to the population of the districts they were intended to supply. But that the trains of battering Artillery with their apparatus and Ammunition should be equal at each Arsenal and Magazine.

That the Ordnance, Arms, and Stores at present in possession of the United States should be distributed to the Arsenals in proportion to the numbers and quantities to be deposited at each according to the directions of Congress. The Arms Ordnance and Stores deficient, should be manufactured and produced if practicable within the United States, as soon as the finances of the same would admit agreably to the orders and appropriations of Congress.

All which is humbly submitted.

H. Knox.

War Office March 13, 1787.
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Saturday. Sept. 1st. Dined at home and drank Tea there. 

Sunday--2d. Rode to Mr. Bartrams & other places in the Country and dined & drank Tea at Mr. Grays. 

Monday 3d. Dined and drank Tea at home. 

Tuesday 4th. Dined and did the same after visiting a machine at Doctr. Franklins for smoothing Clothes, instead of Ironing of them after washing which appears to answer exceeding well for every species of them that has not pl[e]ates & folds. 

Wednesday 5th. Dined at Mrs. Houses, and drank Tea at Mr. Binghams. 

Thursday 6th. Dined at Doctr. Hutchinsons and spent the afternoon & evening at home. 

Friday--7th. Dined and spent the afternn. at home (except whilst riding a few miles). 

Saturday. 8th. Dined at the cold spring dub and spent the afternoon at home. 

Sunday--9th. Dined at home after paying a visit to Mr. Gardoqui (Minister from Spain) who had come from New York on a visit to me. 

Monday 10th. Dined at home and drank Tea there. 

Tuesday 11th. Dined at home in a large Company & drank Tea & spent the evening there. 

Wednesday 12th. Dined at the presidents & drank Tea at Mr. Pines. 

Thursday. 13th. Dined at the Vice Presidents Chs. Biddles, & drank Tea at Mr. Powells. 

Friday 14th. Dined at the City Tavern at an entertainment given on my Acct. by the City Troop of light horse. Spend the Evening at Mr. Meridithes. 

Saturday 15. Finished the business of the Convention all to signing the proceedings to do which the House set till 6 Oclock. Spent the evening at my lodgings. 

Sunday 16th. Wrote many letters in the forenoon. Dined with Mr. & Mrs. Morris at the Hills & returned to Town in the Evening. 

Monday 17th. Met in Convention & Signed the proceedings--all except Govr. Randolph, Colo. Mason & Mr. Gerry. Dined all together at the City Tavern & returned to my lodgings. 

Tuesday. 18th. Finished what private business I had to do this forenoon. Dined abt. 1 Oclock at Mr. Morris's and set off afterwards--in Company with Mr. Blair, who took a Seat in my Chariot with me--on my return home. Reached Chester, where we lodged. 

Wednesday 19th. Prevented by Rain much of wch. fell in the Night f[ro]m setting off early. Baited at Wilmington--dined at Christiana bridge and lodged at the head of Elk--at the bridge near whch. I narrowly escaped an ugly accidt. to my Chariot & horses. One fell through & another with the Chariot was on the point of following but by exertions was saved. 

Thursday 20th. Sett off after an early breakfast. Crossed the Susquehannah & dined in Havre de grass at the Ho. of Colo. Rogers & lodged at Skirretts Tavern. 

Friday 21st. Breakfasted in Baltime.--dined at the Widow Balls formerly Spurriers and lodged at Majr. Snowdens. 
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[July 1795]

1. Wind at So. Et. Raing. more or less all day.

2. Do. at East--cloudy more or less.

3. Do. do. Clear & growing warm.

4. Do. do.--heavy morng. but clear afterwds.

5. Do. do. in the morning West in the aftern.

6. Do. So. Wt. & fresh--Warm also.

7. Cool morning--fresh No. Wind all day.

8. Southerly & warm--but little Wind.

9. Much as yesterday.

10. Very sultry, with little or no Wind.

11. Wind at No. Et. & fresh but very wa[rm].

12. Do. Easterly--very warm--clear.

13. Do. So. Wt. Sultry.

14. Do. Northerly & fresh--cooler.

15. Do. Easterly. Cloudy all day.

16. Do. Do. but clear & warmer.

17. Southerly & growing warmer.

18. Do. & very warm.

19. Do. Do. Do.

20. Do. Do. Do.

21. Do. Still warmer.

22. Do. Very warm.

23. Do. Appearance of Rain.

24. No, Wt. but very warm, Rain.

25. No, Wt. but warm.

26. West--warm--then East.

27. Easterley--a great deal of Rain.

28. Wind at No. West--clear--pleast.

29. Wd. variable. Showers abt.

30. Do. variable much rain.

31. Do. Showery. Do. Do. in the Night.

July

15th. Left Philaa. with Mrs. Washington & my family for Mt. Vernon. Dined at Chester & lodged at Wilmigton.

LEFT PHILAA.: "President Washington about eight o'clock this morning set out for Mount Vernon in a two-horse phaeton for one person, his family in a coach and four horses, and two servants on horseback leading his saddle horse" (HILTZHEIMER, 215). 

16. Breakfasted at Christa.--dined at Elkton & lodgd at Susquehanna. One of my horses overcome with heat.

CHRISTA.: GW probably breakfasted at the village of Christiana Bridge (now called Christiana), Del., on the road from Wilmington to Charlestown, Md., rather than at Christina (Christiana) ferry, which crosses the Delaware River at Wilmington. 

On this journey GW probably stopped at Havre de Grace on the west bank of the Susquehanna River. The tavern, formerly run by John Rodgers, was at this time under the management of John H. Barney, a brother of the naval hero Capt. Joshua Barney. 

17. Breakfasted before I set out. Dined at Hartford & lodged at Websters. Brot. on the sick horse led.

HARTFORD: Harford Town, Md., now called Bush. The town was the county seat of Harford County from 1744 to 1782. WEBSTERS: probably the tavern at the head of Bird River that earlier was called Skerrett's and also Cheyns's. 

18. Breakfasted in Baltim[or]e--dined & lodged at Spurriers where my sick horse died.

SPURRIERS: This is probably the same tavern that GW on 21 Sept. 1787 had called "the Widow Balls (formerly Spurriers)." Either Spurrier had again taken over as proprietor or the tavern was still known by his name. 

19. Breakfasted at Vanhorn--dined at Bladensburgh & lodged in Geo. Town.

VANHORN: Gabriel P. Van Horne ran a post-stage line from Philadelphia to Alexandria and operated several taverns on the road, including this one in Prince George's County, 14 miles from Spurriers and 9 from Bladensburg. The location was known as Van Ville at the time. Van Home had been captain of a company of militia in Harford County, Md., during the Revolution, and GW refers to him after the Revolution as Colonel Van Horne. Van Home also rented his carriages and horses for private trips; GW solicited his services in transporting Mrs. Washington and her party to New York in May 1789 (SCHARF [5], 1:311--12; BRUMBAUGH [2], 2:366; GW to Elizabeth Powel, 26 Mar. 1797, ViMtV; Van Home to GW, 13 June 1789 and 22 Aug. 1795, and Van Home to George Augustine Washington, 12 May 1789, DLC: GW). 

20. After doing business with the Comrs. of the fedl. City I proceeded on my journey & got home to dinner.

The commissioners of the Federal City at this time were Gustavus Scott, William Thornton, and Alexander White. There had been endless disputes arising from the planning and development of the city. This meeting with the commissioners, however, dealt with an especially serious matter. Robert Morris and John Nicholson, who had bought hundreds of lots in the city for speculation and development, had failed to make their scheduled payments on the land. GW promised to try to get Morris and Nicholson to live up to their contract (FREEMAN, 7:266--67). He wrote Edmund Randolph two days later: "I should be glad if you would call upon Messrs. Morris & Nicholson . . . and in earnest & strong terms represent to them, the serious consequences which must inevitably result to the public buildings in the federal City, if the deficiency, or part thereof, due on their contract, is not paid. Besides arresting the work in the present critical state, & compelling the discharge of some valuable workmen, who may never be recovered; it would throw such a cloud over the public & private concerns of the City, & would be susceptible of such magnified & unfavorable interpretations, as to give it a vital wound. . . . If to pay the whole deficiency is not, at present, within the means of Messrs. Morris & Nicholson, a part thereof, & to keep pace with the current demand, might possibly enable the Commissioners to proceed without much embarrassment in the principal work. Between forty & fifty thousand dollars, I am informed, is now due on the Contract" (22 July 1795, DLC:GW). 
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For September 1795

1st. Wind westerly--some rain--A good deal fell in the Night. Cool.

2. Wind Northerly cloudy & springling till Noon.

3. Do. No. W. Fine, clear & pleast, all day.

4. Do. Do. Much such a day as yester.

5. Do. Do. Cloudy in the morng., clear.

6. No. Et. Showery and Cool.

7. Do. Do. Do. Do. Much rain in N.

8. So. Wt. with mists in the forenoon.

9. Do. Clear & very warm.

10. Same as yesterday.

11. Do. Do.

12. Wind at No. Et. Cool & cloudy.

13. Do. at So. Wt. with Showers. Warmr.

14. Do. Clear & very warm.

15. Do. Do. Do. Do.

16. Do. Do. Do. Do.

17. Do. Do. Do. Do.

18. Do. Do. With rain at Night.

19. Do. No. Wt. & cold.

20. Do. Do. Do.

21. Do. Do. Do.

22. Do. Do. Do. Frost slight.

23. Do. Do. Do. Do. Do.

24. Do. Southerly warmer.

25. Do. Do. and warm.

26. Do. No. Et. & lowering. Equinoctial gale all night.

27. Raing. till noon, with high wind from No. Et. & So. Et.

28. Clear & warm--wind Wester[ly].

29. Wind at No. Wt. & cool.

30. Do. in same place but warmer.

September

8th. Left Phila. for Mt. Vernon. Dined at Chester & lodged at Wilmington.

9. Breakfasted at Christiana dined at Elkton & lodged at Charlestown.

10. Breakfasted at Susquehanna (Mrs. Rogers's) dined at Hartford & lo[d]ged at Websters.

11. Breakfasted at Baltimore. Dined & lodged at Spurriers.

12. Breakfasted at Van Horns. Dined at Bladensburgh & lodged at George Town.

13. Breakfasted in George Town and reached Mt. Vernon to dinner.

25. Went to Alexandria. Dined with Mr. & Mrs. Lear.

Tobias Lear's first wife, Mary Long Lear, had died in 1793, and Lear in early August 1795 married Fanny Bassett Washington ( Columbian Mirror [Alexandria], 6 Aug. 1795), widow of GW's nephew George Augustine Washington, who had also died in 1793. 

26. Returned home to dinner.

Journal of the executive proceedings of the Senate of the United States of America, 1789-1805
MONDAY, July 16, 1798.

The Senate took into consideration the message of the President of the United States, of the 13th instant, and the nominations contained therein, of Daniel McNeal and Thomas Williams, to office. On motion,

Ordered, That it be referred to Messrs. North, Howard, and Reid, to consider and report thereon to the Senate.

The following written message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. Malcom, his Secretary:

Gentlemen of the Senate:

I nominate the Honorable Jonathan Dayton, of New Jersey, to be Lieutenant Colonel Commandant of the corps of Artillerists and Engineers, in the place of La Rochefontaine.

William Ward Burrows, of Pennsylvania, to be Major of Marines, under the act for establishing and organizing a Marine corps.

JOHN ADAMS.

Philadelphia, July 16th, 1698.

The message was read.

Ordered, That it lie for consideration.

The following written message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. Malcom, his Secretary:

Gentlemen of the Senate:

I nominate the following persons to be Commissioners, under an act of Congress passed in the present session, to provide for the valuation of lands and houses, and for the enumeration of slaves. Those gentlemen whose names have asterisks before them, are intended for First Commissioners.

· New Hampshire 

· *1st Division, Nathaniel Gilman, Exeter. 

· 2d do Joseph Badger, jun., Gilmantown. 

· 3d do Joshua Atherton, Amherst. 

· 4th do John Bellows, Walpole. 

· 5th do David Hough, Lebanon.

· Massachusetts 

· 1st Division, Nathaniel Dummer, Hallowell. 

· 2d do Nathaniel Wells, Wells. 

· 3d do Nathan Dane, Beverley. 

· *4th do Thomas Dawes, Boston. 

· 5th do Eleazer Brooks, Lincoln. 

· 6th do Beza Hayward, Bridgewater. 

· 7th do Joseph Allen, Worcester. 

· 8th do Abel Whitney, Westfield. 

· 9th do William Bacon, Sheffield.

· Rhode Island 

· 1st Division, John L Boss, of Newport. 

· 2d do Elisha R. Potter, South Kingston, 

· *3d do John Dorrance, Providence.

· Connecticut 

· *1st Division, Andrew Kingsbury, of Hartford. 

· 2d do Epaphroditus Champion, East Haddam. 

· 3d do Shubael Abbee, Windham. 

· 4th do William Heron, Reading. 

· 5th do Julius Deming, Litchfield.

· Vermont 

· *1st Division, Jonathan Hunt, of Kinsdale. 

· 2d do Elijah Dewy, Bennington. 

· 3d do James Whitelaw, Ryegate. 

· 4th do Jonathan Spafford, Williston. 

· 5th do Ebenezer Crafts, Craftsbury.

· New York 

· 1st Division, Selah Strong, of Brookhaven. 

· *2d do James Watson, New York. 

· 3d do Samuel Haight, Cortlandtown. 

· 4th do Peter Cantine, jun. Rhinebeck. 

· 5th do Stephen N. Bayard, Schenectady. 

· 6th do James Gordon, Ballstown. 

· 7th do Charles Newkirk, Palatine. 

· 8th do Moss Kent, Cooperstown. 

· 9th do Comfort Tyler, Manlius.

· New Jersey 

· 1st Division, Peter Vredenburgh, jun. of Brunswick. 

· 2d do David Ford, Morristown. 

· *3d do Jonathan Rhea, Trenton. 

· 4th do John Black, Burlington. 

· 5th do John Blackwood, Gloucester county.

· Pennsylvania 

· 1st Division, Israel Whelen, of Philadelphia. 

· 2d do Paul Zantzinger, Lancaster county. 

· 3d do Seth Chapman, Montgomery county. 

· *4th do Collinson Read, Reading. 

· 5th do Jacob Eyerly, jun. Northampton county. 

· 6th do Michael Shmyser, York county. 

· 7th do Thomas Grant, Northumberland county. 

· 8th do Samuel Davidson, Bedford county. 

· 9th do Isaac Jenkinson, Washington county.

· Delaware 

· 1st Division, Joseph Israel, of Christiana bridge. 

· 2d do Andrew Barratt, Kent county. 

· *3d do Isaac Cooper, Sussex county.

· Maryland 

· 1st Division, Benjamin Douglass, of Newport. 

· 2d do Thomas Turner, Georgetown. 

· 3d do Robert Gorsuch, Baltimore. 

· *4th do Upton Sherridine, Frederick county. 

· 5th do William Ward, Cecil county. 

· 6th do George Finley, Queen Anne's county. 

· 7th do John Gale, Somerset county.

· Virginia 

· 1st Division, David Stephenson, of Augusta county. 

· 2d do John Haymond, Harrison county. 

Resolved,That this bill pass as amended; and Mr. Adams, from the committee, having reported the amendments correctly engrossed,

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of Representatives therein.
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November 1798

1. Morning--Wind Easterly & lowering Mer. at 30. About 8 Oclock it began to snow but soon changed to rain & contd. a slow rain all day. Mer. 30 at Night.

2. Morng. Clear, calm & pleast. Mer. 34. Wind afterwards North Easterly. Mr. Law Mr. Hasler of Demarara & Lady came to dinner.

3. Morning very heavy--Wind in the same place and M. 35.

4. Clear--but cool. Mr. Fitzhugh Mr. David Randolph & Mr. Alexr. White came to dinner, & the two first went away afterwards. Mr. Hasler & Lady went away after breakfast & Mrs. Law came at Night.

5. Mr. White went away before breakfast. I set out on a journey to Phila. about 9 Oclock with Mr. Lear my Secretary--was met at the Turnpike by a party of horse & escorted to the Ferry at George Town where I was recd. with Military honors. Lodged at Mr. T. Peters.

GW was going to Philadelphia to make plans for the provisional army then being raised in case of an invasion by the French. The "military honors" began as he entered Alexandria where, at about 11 o'clock, "his Excellency Lieutenant-General George Washington, accompanied by his Secretary Colonel Lear . . . was met at West End and escorted into town by Colonel Fitzgerald's and Captain Young's troops of cavalry, and the company of Alexandria blues. . . . When the General alighted at Gadsby's tavern, the blues fired a continental salute of 16 rounds. The troops of horse escorted the General to the ferry at George Town where . . . five gentlemen of George Town, in uniform, received him into a yawl and passed the river while the infantry and artillery on the Maryland side, by several discharges, honoured their illustrious chief. The George Town troop of horse and the other military companies then escorted him into the city of Washington and after firing a number of rounds, they and the whole assemblage of spectators retired" ( Claypoole's American Daily Adv. [Philadelphia], 10 Nov. 1798). 

6. Breakfasted at Bladensburgh--dined & lodged at Spurriers. Escorted by horse.

7. Breakfasted at Baltimore--dined at Websters, & lodged at Hartford. Met at Spurriers by the Baltimore horse & escorted in and out by the same. Viewed a Brigade of Militia at Balte.

"This morning arrived in town, the Chief who unites all hearts. He left Spurrier's pretty early, and lighted at Bryden's about 8 o'clock, escorted in by captains Hollingsworth's and Bentalou's troops, who went out last evening for that purpose. About 10 [ o'clock ], the 5th and 17th regiments (as many as from the shortness of the notice could get ready,) had the gratification of being reviewed by him, in Market street, much to the satisfaction of a large concourse of spectators, who thronged around him . . . the City Company . . . made open ranks for him to pass through as he came out to review the troops" ( Claypoole's American Daily Adv. [Philadelphia], 10 Nov. 1798). 

8. Breakfasted at Susquehanna escorted by the Hartford horse. Dined at Elkton and lodged at Christiana bridge.

HARTFORD HORSE: A cavalry unit from Harford County, Md. 

Diaries of George Washington, December, 1798

Dined with Mr. Rawle.

2. Ditto with Bingham. From hence until my leaving the City on the

13. I dined at my lodgings.

14. After dinner set out on my journey home. Reached Chester.

15. Breakfasted at Wilmington bated at Christiana and dined and lodged at Elkton.

Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, 1804-1807
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1806.

A petition of sundry inhabitants of New Castle county, in the State of Delaware, and of the counties of Chester and Lancaster, in the State of Pennsylvania, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was presented to the House and read, praying that the road leading from Christiana to Newark, in the State of Delaware, thence to New London Crossroads, thence to Guthries, and from thence to Strasburg, in the State of Pennsylvania, may, by law, be established as a post road, for the transportation of the mail thereon.

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee on Post Office and Post Roads.

Journal of the Senate of the United States of America, 1789-1873
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1807.

The following motion was submitted for consideration, by Mr. Worthington:

Resolved,That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to report to the Senate, at their next session, the best information he can acquire as to the usefulness, the practicability, and probable expense, of the canal contemplated between the waters of the Chesapeake and Delaware, from Elk river to Christiana creek, with his own opinion and reasons thereon; and a plan or plans for the application of such means as may be most convenient to the government, and within the power of Congress, to aid in carrying into execution the same; and whether the route adopted by the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company be the most eligible communication between the waters of the two bays; and like wise his opinion generally on the practicability of an inland navigation between the southern and northern extremities of the United States.

Journal of the Senate of the United States of America, 1789-1873
MONDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1811.

The President communicated the resolution of the legislative council and house of representatives of the Mississippi territory, approving the course pursued by the general government towards the belligerent powers of Europe, and pledging themselves to "support the administration thereof in its efforts to obtain justice from offending nations;" and the resolution was read.

Mr. Howell presented the petition of Nathaniel Smith, naval officer for the district of Providence, praying additional compensation for his services, for reasons stated at large therein; and the petition was read.

On motion, by Mr. Howell,

Resolved, That it be referred to a select committee, to consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise.

Ordered, That Messrs. Howell, Gregg, and Bradley, be the committee.

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Magruder, their Clerk:

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have passed a bill, entitled "An act to continue in force, for a further time, the first section of the act, entitled 'An act further to protect the commerce and seamen of the United States against the Barbary powers." also, a bill, entitled "An act directing the terms on which lands sold at public sale, and that revert for failure in payment, shall again be sold;" in which bills they desire the concurrence of the Senate. And he withdrew.

The bills last mentioned were read.

Ordered, That they severally pass to the second reading.

Mr. Bayard presented the petition of the President and Trustees of the Philadelphia and Wilmington Steam Boat Company, stating that they are desirous of establishing daily packet, to be propelled by steam, to ply between Philadelphia, Brandywine, and Christiana creek: that they have it in their power to obtain an engineer, who is an alien, to conduct and superintend the work, upon being admitted to receive a share of the net profits; that a boat of the size and form contemplated would be subject to the same rules and regulations as if employed in the foreign or coasting trade, which exclude an alien, who is the constructor or projector, from a share of the boat or profits, and that they will be deprived of the aid of this artist without the interposition of Congress; and praying relief; and the petition was read.

Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, 1811-1813
MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 1812.

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the bill authorizing the importation of certain goods, wares, and merchandise, under certain circumstances, from Great Britain, her colonies, or dependencies.

Mr. Davis presented a petition of sundry inhabitants of Chester county, Pennsylvania, praying that a post route may be established from Lancaster, in Pennsylvania, by Lampetre Square, Springton, Russelville, New London Cross Roads, and Newark, to Christiana, in Delaware.

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the bill to alter and establish certain post roads.

Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, 1813-1815
TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 1815.

Ordered, That Mr. Dana have leave of absence from Thursday next, for the remainder of the session.

Mr. King, of Massachusetts, presented petitions of sundry inhabitants of the towns of Limington and Shapleigh, in the District of Maine;

Mr. Sturges presented a petition of the inhabitants of the town of Redding, in Connecticut;

Mr. Cooper presented petitions from the inhabitants of the towns of Newark, New Castle, and Christiana, and their vicinities, in Delaware, and of Sadsbury, in Pennsylvania; respectively praying that the mails may not be opened or transported on Sundays.

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.

Journal of the House of Representatives of the United States, 1820-1821
MONDAY, December 4, 1820.

On motion of Mr. Hemphill,

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a post road from Christiana, or New Castle, in the state of Delaware, to Lancaster, in the state of Pennsylvania, by the way of Newark, New London cross-roads, Russellville, Andrew's fording, and Strasburg.

On motion 

Journal of the Senate of the United States of America, 1789-1873
FRIDAY, February 12, 1836.

The vice President communicated a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting the information called for by the resolution of the Senate of the 21st ultimo, respecting the improvement of Christiana river, in Delaware; and

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Commerce.

The following written message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. Donelson, his Secretary:

To the Senate of the United States:

I herewith return to the Senate the resolution of the Legislature of the State of Indiana, requesting the President to suspend from sale a strip of land ten miles in width, on a line from Munceytown to Fort Wayne; which resolution was referred to me on the 5th instant.

It appears from the memorial to which the resolution is subjoined, that the lands embraced therein have been in market for several years past; that the Legislature of the State of Indiana have applied to Congress for the passage of a law giving that State the right to purchase at such reduced prices as Congress may fix; and that their suspension from sale, is requested as auxiliary to this application.

By the acts of Congress now in force, all persons who may choose to make entries for these lands, in the manner prescribed by law, are entitled to purchase the same; end, as the President possesses no dispensing power, it will be obvious to the Senate that, until authorized by law, he cannot rightfully set on the subject referred to him.

ANDREW JACKSON.

February 11, 1836.

Journal of the Senate of the United States of America, 1789-1873
FRIDAY, February 19, 1836.

Mr. McKean presented the memorial of sundry citizens of Philadelphia, praying that the rates of postage may be reduced; and

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.

Mr. Linn presented five petitions, signed by citizens of Michigan, praying, for the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of St. Joseph's river.

Mr. Clayton presented the petition of the citizens and owners of vessels of the town of Christiana Bridge, Delaware, praying for a port of entry at Newcastle.

Ordered, That the six petitions last named be referred to the Committee, on Commerce.

