A Union American Methodist Church was built on Schoolbell Road (in Christiana Hundred) near Christiana in 1819, and in 1850 a brick structure had replaced the original frame one.  By the 1880’s the church had grown substantially, and since most of the members lived in the village of Christiana Bridge, a decision was made to move the Church into the village of Old Baltimore Pike near the crest of the hill.  In 1897, the church was dismantled, the bricks were transported to the new site by horse and wagon where the women washed the bricks and the men reassembled the church.  Since there is no documentary evidence describing the Church before the move, it is not known if it was reassembled exactly in its original form.  In the early nineteenth century the name of the church was changed from the Christiana U.M.E. Church to Old Fort U.A.M.E. Church.  This occurred at a ceremony for the burning of the mortgage at which the congregation decided that having suffered and yet still having paid the debt faithfully, as a flock of Jesus Christ they wished to be called Old Fort.

The AME Church related to Christiana was originally located outside of the town, in a location presently identified as the northeast corner of Delaware Route 7 and Schoolbell Road.  The cemetery has been maintained, but most of the headstone have either been knocked over or are removed.  Based upon physical ground evidence, there appears to have been somewhere between 15-30 adult grave shafts located on the property, and an unknown number of infants.  The existing, readable headstones have the following inscriptions:

“David Seney, died July 4, 1881, in the 89th year of his Age”  

(Adjacent footstone, probably his wife) “M. S.”

“E. D.”

“S. C.”

“C. D.”

“David Gale, Born May 11, 1804, Died May 4, 1875”

